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September 24, 2019 

Filme francés "Les Miserables" es una alerta 
"universal", dice su director 

AFP / Nick 
AGRODirector francés Ladj Ly dijo haberse sorprendido al saber que "Les Miserables" será la candidata 
francesa al Óscar 

"Les Miserables", el crudo retrato de la violencia policial en los suburbios de París y candidata 
de Francia para el Óscar, es un grito de alerta "universal" sobre pobreza y racismo, dijo su 
director a la AFP. 

Es una película "universal que debe llegar a tanta gente sea posible", dijo Ladj Ly en la 
alfombra roja del festival de cine francés de Los Ángeles, Colcoa. 

"La pobreza se encuentra en las cuatro esquinas del mundo, podemos estar en Estados 
Unidos, en las favelas de Brasil o en Sudáfrica". 



 

 
August 28, 2019 

Au festival du film français à Hollywood, Amazon 
et Netflix sont les bienvenus 

 

Le meilleur du cinéma français à Hollywood: c'est la vocation de Colcoa, le plus important 
festival consacré au film français dans le monde où, signe des temps, Amazon et Netflix sont 
tous deux présents cette année en bonne place dans la programmation. 

La 23e édition (23 au 28 septembre) présentera en ouverture le film de Ladj Ly, "Les 
Misérables", qui a fait sensation à Cannes où il a remporté le prix du jury. Et où il a aussi été 
acheté par Amazon pour son service de vidéo à la demande. 

C'est la première fois qu'un film porté par Amazon se fraye un chemin jusqu'au Colcoa (pour 
"City of Lights, City of Angels"), qui mettra aussi à l'affiche cette année "J'ai perdu mon corps", 
film d'animation de Jérémy Clapin acheté par Netflix à Cannes où il a également été primé. 

Les relations ont jusqu'à présent été plutôt tendues entre les géants du streaming et les 
festivals, particulièrement en France, où le festival de Cannes a ainsi refusé de laisser concourir 
les films produits par Netflix. 

Mais Colcoa ne peut pas ce genre d'états d'âme dès lors qu'il s'agit de faire connaître les films 
français au grand public américain, qui consomme énormément de streaming, explique à l'AFP 
son directeur, François Truffart. 

- "Ca devient très difficile" - 

"Pour le cinéma français, le marché américain est très spécifique et les sorties en salles sont 
vraiment faibles", estime-t-il. "Il y a cinq ou six ans de cela, un film français pouvait avoir des 
recettes de cinq ou six millions de dollars dans les cinémas (américains), ce qui est beaucoup 
pour un film étranger". 



"Mais aujourd'hui, si vous obtenez un million de dollars, c'est un bon résultat. Ca devient 
vraiment très difficile", affirme M. Truffart, qui préfère malgré tout l'idée que les oeuvres sortent 
en salle avant d'être diffusées sur internet. 

"Les Misérables" et "J'ai perdu mon corps" seront ainsi d'abord diffusés dans quelques cinémas 
américains avant d'être mis en ligne, une stratégie qu'Amazon et Netflix adoptent parfois, 
notamment pour les oeuvres qui ont des chances d'obtenir des prix, comme "Roma" d'Alfonso 
Cuaron. 

"Ici, ce n'est pas la France, nous n'avons pas les mêmes soucis", relève François Truffart. "Pour 
nous, le pire serait qu'il n'y ait plus de films étrangers dans les salles de cinéma des Etats-Unis. 
Nous devons vraiment nouer des partenariats avec tous les acteurs" du secteur, plaide le 
responsable de Colcoa. 

Le festival, qui attire quelque 25.000 spectateurs, présentera plus de 25 films au total, parmi 
lesquels le nouveau film de Costa Gavras, "Adults in the Room", adapté du livre de l'ancien 
ministre grec des Finances Yanis Varoufakis sur la crise financière, "Le jeune Ahmed" des 
frères Dardenne et "Deux Moi" de Cédric Klapisch. 

Icône du cinéma français, Catherine Deneuve, dans "Fête de famille", de Cédric Kahn, devrait 
également être très attendue par les cinéphiles américains. Ils découvriront aussi le film qui 
représentera l'Algérie aux Oscars l'an prochain, "Papicha", de Mounia Meddour, là encore 
récompensé à Cannes. 

 
 

 

 

 



"Este filme es un grito de alerta de mi parte a los políticos", dijo más tarde al público que asistió 
al estreno. "La situación es complicada, ha sido así por 30 años, pero siempre hay soluciones". 

Ly dijo que estaba "muy orgulloso" por el sorpresivo anuncio de Francia de nominar esta 
película para representar al país en los premios de la Academia de febrero de 2020, superando 
al drama espacial "Proxima" con Eva Green. 

"No nos lo esperábamos, pensábamos que teníamos muy pocas posibilidades con las películas 
a las que nos enfrentábamos", expresó. 

"Les Miserables" comienza con escenas de júbilo de un París aparentemente unido mientras 
Francia levanta la Copa del Mundo de fútbol de 2018, pero las profundas grietas en la sociedad 
quedan rápidamente al descubierto. 

En la película, violentos policías, narcotraficantes e islamistas tratan de influenciar a los 
muchachos de los proyectos de vivienda social de Montfermeil, famoso por ser el escenario 
donde Víctor Hugo escenifica su famosa novela del siglo XIX de la que el filme toma el nombre. 

Ly se basó en su propia experiencia viviendo en los suburbios de París, lo que incluye haber 
presenciado la victoria anterior de la selección francesa en Francia-1998, asegurando que ese 
tipo de emociones derriba temporalmente las divisiones raciales. 

"Tenemos la impresión de que solo el fútbol puede unirnos, decirnos que somos franceses... 
pero desafortunadamente, cuando el juego termina, todo vuelve a su situación" anterior. 

Y como uno de sus personajes en la película, Ly grabó un video sobre la brutalidad policial que 
llevó a una investigación sin precedentes. 

La cinta se estrena en Francia el 20 de noviembre y en Estados Unidos será exhibida por 
Amazon. 
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September 20, 2019 

 
Les Miserbales es la candida de Francia a 

los Premios Oscar 

 
El drama político de Ladj Ly, Les Miserables, representará a Francia en la categoría de Mejor 
Película Internacional en la ceremonia 92 de los Premios Oscar. La cinta ganó el Premio del 
Jurado de Cannes y también participó en el Festival de Cine de Toronto, así reseñó El 
Nacional.  

El filme abrirá este lunes el festival COLCOA en Los Ángeles donde se premia las mejores 
películas del cine francés. El drama político tendrá su estreno mundial a través de Amazon el 
10 de enero. 

Ladj Ly, quien participó por primera vez en el evento de Cannes, escribió y dirigió Les 
Miserables, inspirado en los disturbios de París de 2005. El filme brinda una mirada a las 
tensiones que ocurrieron ese año entre los residentes del vecindario Montfermeil y la policía. 
La historia se centra en Stéphane un agente que recientemente se unió a la brigada contra el 
crimen en Montfermeil, el suburbio de París donde Víctor Hugo ambientó Les Misérables. 
Junto a sus nuevos colegas Chris y Gwada, ambos miembros experimentados del equipo, 
descubrirá rápidamente tensiones entre las pandillas locales del lugar. Al trío de agentes se les 
asigna acabar con los disturbios, así que empiezan a arrestar a algunos de los residentes. Los 
tres se ven en aprietos y un dron captura los sucesos violentos que se desarrollan. Las 
imágenes que se graban amenazan con exponer la realidad de la vida cotidiana. 

Francia tiene uno de los mejores récords en los Oscar en la categoría de Largometraje 
Internacional, anteriormente la categoría de Mejor Película en Lengua Extranjera. 

Con información de El Nacional 

https://www.elnacional.com/entretenimiento/les-miserables-representaran-a-francia-en-la-ceremonia-de-los-oscar/
https://www.elnacional.com/entretenimiento/les-miserables-representaran-a-francia-en-la-ceremonia-de-los-oscar/
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‘I Lost My Body,’ ‘Memorable’ Awarded at COLCOA French 
Film Fest in LA 

The Franco-American Cultural Fund, a collaboration between the Directors Guild of America, 
the Motion Picture Association, The Writers Guild of America West and France’s Society of 
Authors, Composers and Publishers of Music (SACEM), announced the awards for the 23rd 
edition of COLCOA French Film Festival, which ran from Monday, September 23 – Saturday, 
September 28 at the Directors Guild of America. 

Acclaimed animated feature I Lost My Body / J’ai perdu mon corps (Netflix), written and 
directed by Jérémy Clapin, was awarded the COLCOA LAFCA Critics Award by the Los 
Angeles Film Critics Association Jury. And, in a festival first, the film was also given 
the Audience Award. Clapin was in attendance as a guest of the festival, among many other 
competing filmmakers. 
 
The Jury statement noted: “To serve on the COLCOA jury is to take a deep dive into 
contemporary French cinema, which is always a tremendous pleasure but especially so this 
year with a lineup of titles that are artfully crafted, narratively innovative, and socially urgent. We 
are particularly delighted to honor two first features that demonstrate the dynamic present and 
future of French film. With macabre whimsy, I Lost My Body deconstructs romantic tropes and 
expands the idea of what animated features can do, while [Best First Film Award winner] Les 
Misérables masterfully leverages genre and a powerful sense of place to confront difficult 
modern realities.” 
 

https://www.animationmagazine.net/features/netflix-announces-i-lost-my-body-english-dub-cast-new-trailer/


The festival also honored Bruno Collet’s stop-motion piece Memorable (Vivement Lundi!) with 
the Best Animated Short award. The film centers on an artist and his wife coping with a world 
that is transforming around them, as furniture, objects and even people become less real, and 
disintegrate. 
 
COLCOA’s other 2019 award winners were: 
Cyrano My Love by Alexis Michalik, American Students Award 
Forward by Gilles de Miaster, Best Documentary Award 
Jacqueline Sauvage, It Was Him or Me by Yves Regnie, Best TV Movie Award 
The Inside Game by Jean-Xavier de Lestrade, Best TV Series Award 
My Lady of the Camellia by Edouard Montoute, Best Short Film Award 
 
Learn more at www.colcoa.org. 
 

 

I Lost My Body 

 

http://www.colcoa.org/
https://www.animationmagazine.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/i-lost-my-body2.jpg


 

September 3, 2019 
 

 
 

COLCOA Fest Presents L.A. Premiere of ‘I Lost 
My Body’ 

L.A.’s annual French film festival COLCOA will include the L.A. premiere of director Jeremy 
Clapin’s acclaimed feature I Lost My Body on Wednesday, September 24, at 8:15 p.m. The 
feature which is produced by Netflix and French studio Xilam, won the Critic’s Week Grand 
Prize at Cannes as well as the Cristal Award for Best Feature and the Audience Award at this 
year’s Annecy Award earlier this year. Based on Guillaume Laurent’s best-selling novel, the film 
intertwines adventure, young love and childhood memories as a severed hand crosses Paris in 
search of its owner. The film will debut in theaters on Nov. 8, before streaming on Netflix on 
Nov. 15. 
 
Also on tap is a screening of the CG-animated family feature Miniscule: Mandibles from Far 
Away on Saturday, Sept. 28 at 1:45 p.m., which is followed by a Q&A with the writers/directors 
Helene Giraud and Thomas Szabo. The festival also offers two free screenings of animated and 
live-action shorts on Tuesday, Sept. 24 and Thursday, Sept. 26 at 1 p.m. The animated titles 
are festival favorites One After the Other, Wild Love, My Generation, Memorable and I’m Going 
Out for Cigarettes. 
 



 
I’m Going Out for Cigarettes 

 

 
Miniscule: Mandibles from Far Away 

 

All screenings will take place at the DGA Theater, 7920 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90046. 
To learn more, visit colcoa.org 

 

http://colcoa.org/


 

September 16, 2019 

 
Animation is Film Festival 2019 Announces Lineup and Jury 
Running October 18-20, the festival will showcase 10 new animated features and 
special presentations, including ‘I Lost My Body,’ ‘Ne Zha,’ ‘White Snake’ and ‘No. 7 
Cherry Lane.’ 

 
 

LOS ANGELES -- Animation is Film has announced its preliminary line-up for the third edition, 
taking place October 18-20 at the TCL Chinese Theater in Hollywood. The festival will present a 
showcase of new animated feature films from Asia, Europe, South America and North 
America. Weathering with You will open the festival with director, Makoto Shinkai, and producer, 
Genki Kawamura, in attendance. The French film, I Lost My Body, will close the festival; both 
director Jeremy Clapin and producer Marc du Pontavice will be attending. 
This year there will be 10 feature films in competition for both juried and audience awarded 
prizes. The festival will also present special screenings, retrospectives, short films, panel 
discussions, sneak peek “making of” and “behind the scenes” presentations, receptions and 
parties rounding out the three-day event. 

https://animationisfilm.com/


“In partnership with Annecy, we are thrilled to present our third annual slate of amazing 
animated filmmaking from around the world,” commented GKIDS and AIR founder, Eric 
Beckman. “The range of artistry on display this year for LA audiences is truly remarkable, from 
celebrated Cannes, Venice, and Annecy winners, to enormous box office megahits, to lovingly 
told personal stories. There are films from self-taught, first-time filmmakers and revered 
masters. From expressionistic to cartoony to photo-realistic to provocatively experimental. There 
is stop motion, hand drawn, hand painted, 3D CGI, comedy, romance, heart-rending drama, 
psychological thriller, epic fantasy, and so much more that simply can’t be categorized. If 
anyone still suffers under the misimpression that animation is a family entertainment genre, the 
festival will open their eyes to the wide, practically unlimited possibilities that this potent artform 
is capable of.” 

“The quality and diversity of the films presented at Animation Is Film this year reinforces 
Annecy’s satisfaction of being associated with an event that has already found its place after 
only 2 editions and is a genuine springboard in North America for the world’s best independent 
animation," added Annecy’s CEO & director, Mickael Marin. 

Animation Is Film embraces animation as a cinematic art form on par with live-action filmmaking 
and is an advocate for filmmakers who push the boundaries of their. The festival is produced by 
GKIDS in partnership with Annecy International Animation Film Festival. Major industry and 
media sponsors include:  Variety, Fathom Events, Loews Hotels, All Nippon Airways, ELMA, 
Netflix, Shout! Factory, Paramount Animation, Sony Pictures Animation, Cartoon Network, 
Unifrance, DreamWorks Animation Animation Magazine, Animation Scoop, Animation World 
Network, Cartoon Brew, Japan House LOS ANGELES, RightStuf Anime, CSULB Animation, 
WIA (Women In Animation), USC School of Cinematic Arts, UCLA School of Theater, Film and 
Television, and CalArts. 

2019 FILMS IN COMPETITION 
I Lost My Body – WEST COAST Premiere – Closing Night Film 
(dir. Clapin, prod. Du Pontavice, France) FILMMAKER IN PERSON 
Presented in partnership with COLCOA French Film Festival 
From director Clapin and Amelie screenwriter Gullaume Laurant, I Lost My Body is 
winner of the Nespresso Grand Prize in Critics’ Week at Cannes as well as both the 
Cristal for Best Feature Film and the Audience Prize at Annecy.  
In a Parisian laboratory, a severed hand escapes its unhappy fate and sets out to 
reconnect with its body. 

 



 

 

October 2, 2019 

Dev Patel, Alia Shawkat Top English Voice Cast of Cannes 
Favorite ‘I Lost My Body’ 

 

 

(Variety) Dev Patel, Alia Shawkat and George Wendt are leading the English cast of the 
critically-acclaimed animated film “I Lost My Body,” directed by Jeremy Clapin. 

The unique film, which follows the adventures of a severed hand as it tries to find its way back 
to its body through the subways and streets of Paris, won the Nespresso Grand Prize at the 
Cannes Film Festival’s Critics’ Week, beating out its all live-action competition. Variety’s chief 
film critic Peter Debruge said of the film: “It’s one of the most original and creative animated 
features I’ve ever seen: macabre, of course — how could it be otherwise, given the premise? — 
but remarkably captivating and unexpectedly poetic in the process.” It also won both the Critics 
and Audience awards at the Colcoa Film Festival in Hollywood on Oct. 1. It is the first time in the 
festival’s 23-year history that a film has won both awards. 

https://variety.com/t/dev-patel/
https://variety.com/t/alia-shawkat/
https://variety.com/t/george-wendt/
https://variety.com/t/i-lost-my-body/
https://variety.com/t/jeremy-clapin/
https://variety.com/2019/film/reviews/i-lost-my-body-review-1203243600/


 

“I Lost My Body,” picked up by Netflix and scheduled for a fall release in U.S. theaters 
before bowing on the streaming service, is one part mystery, one part adventure and one 
part love story, with flashbacks showing the life of the hand’s owner, Naoufel a Moroccan 
orphan who was sent to live with his neglectful uncle and boorish cousin in Paris and who 
eventually falls for a young librarian, Gabrielle. The film is based on the novel “Happy 
Hand,” by “Amelie” screenwriter Guillaume Laurant, who worked on the adaptation of “I Lost 
My Body” with director Clapin. It’s the first full-length feature for Clapin. 

Patel will voice Naoufel, Shawkat will play Gabrielle and Wendt will play Gabrielle’s kind-
hearted uncle, who gives Naoufel a job in his woodworking shop. 

Clapin said Patel told him he was excited to be a part of the project. “He told me he wanted 
to be a part of this because he had never seen anything like it before,” he said. Clapin said 
the process of working with Patel and Shawkat on the English dubbing brought a fresh take 
to the film. “It was great to see both of them being involved in the discovery [of the 
characters],” he said. “I think there was a kind of magic on that first day of the dubbing.” 

The project has been in the works since 2012, when Clapin’s producer Marc Du Pontavice 
showed the book to the filmmaker, best known for his animated shorts Skhizein (2008) and 
Palmipédarium (2012), and he started working on the adaption with Laurant, but that first 
draft wasn’t working. “They pushed me, Mark and Guillaume, to take more freedom and to 
put myself more into the adaptation,” Clapin explains. “It was the first time I did an 
adaptation. I usually work in my own universe. And this time it was really new. So I had to 
betray the book a bit.” He started over with a completely new script. “Really different, 
keeping the main idea of the film, which is the hand looking for, trying to reach his body 
through the town. I started from this simple idea and began to build this character around 
the space of body, in fact.” 

Giving life to this hand was a unique challenge for Clapin. “The universe of the hand had to 
be mute. It doesn’t have eyes, it doesn’t have a mouth, it doesn’t have anything to project 
some emotion. So you, as a director, have to find another solution to catch the audience 
and give them pity for this character,” Clapin says. “You use some solidarity. You use the 
way you shoot. You put your camera very close to the hand and you try to make it exist. 
When you give a past life to the hand, it means it’s going to exist a bit more, showing a time 
when the hand and the body were together.” 

Netflix debuts the US trailer today, Sept. 30. “I Lost My Body” will open in U.S. cinemas on 
Nov. 15 and will be available to Netflix viewers in 184 countries beginning Nov.29. 

 

https://variety.com/2019/film/news/animation-is-film-festival-weathering-with-you-1203335010/
https://variety.com/t/netflix/
https://variety.com/2019/film/news/kerry-washington-the-promn-etflix-adaptation-1203366981/
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Au festival du film français à Hollywood, Amazon et Netflix sont 
les bienvenus 

 
 
Le meilleur du cinéma français à Hollywood: c'est la vocation de Colcoa, le plus important 
festival consacré au film français dans le monde où, signe des temps, Amazon et Netflix sont 
tous deux présents cette année en bonne place dans la programmation. 
La 23e édition (23 au 28 septembre) présentera en ouverture le film de Ladj Ly, "Les 
Misérables", qui a fait sensation à Cannes où il a remporté le prix du jury. Et où il a aussi été 
acheté par Amazon pour son service de vidéo à la demande. 
C'est la première fois qu'un film porté par Amazon se fraye un chemin jusqu'au Colcoa (pour 
"City of Lights, City of Angels"), qui mettra aussi à l'affiche cette année "J'ai perdu mon corps", 
film d'animation de Jérémy Clapin acheté par Netflix à Cannes où il a également été primé. 
Les relations ont jusqu'à présent été plutôt tendues entre les géants du streaming et les 
festivals, particulièrement en France, où le festival de Cannes a ainsi refusé de laisser concourir 
les films produits par Netflix. 
Mais Colcoa ne peut pas ce genre d'états d'âme dès lors qu'il s'agit de faire connaître les films 
français au grand public américain, qui consomme énormément de streaming, explique à l'AFP 
son directeur, François Truffart. 

"Ca devient très difficile" 

"Pour le cinéma français, le marché américain est très spécifique et les sorties en salles sont 
vraiment faibles", estime-t-il. "Il y a cinq ou six ans de cela, un film français pouvait avoir des 
recettes de cinq ou six millions de dollars dans les cinémas (américains), ce qui est beaucoup 
pour un film étranger". 
"Mais aujourd'hui, si vous obtenez un million de dollars, c'est un bon résultat. Ca devient 
vraiment très difficile", affirme M. Truffart, qui préfère malgré tout l'idée que les oeuvres sortent 
en salle avant d'être diffusées sur internet. 
"Les Misérables" et "J'ai perdu mon corps" seront ainsi d'abord diffusés dans quelques cinémas 
américains avant d'être mis en ligne, une stratégie qu'Amazon et Netflix adoptent parfois, 
notamment pour les oeuvres qui ont des chances d'obtenir des prix, comme "Roma" d'Alfonso 
Cuaron. 



"Ici, ce n'est pas la France, nous n'avons pas les mêmes soucis", relève François Truffart. "Pour 
nous, le pire serait qu'il n'y ait plus de films étrangers dans les salles de cinéma des Etats-Unis. 
Nous devons vraiment nouer des partenariats avec tous les acteurs" du secteur, plaide le 
responsable de Colcoa. 
Le festival, qui attire quelque 25.000 spectateurs, présentera plus de 25 films au total, parmi 
lesquels le nouveau film de Costa Gavras, "Adults in the Room", adapté du livre de l'ancien 
ministre grec des Finances Yanis Varoufakis sur la crise financière, "Le jeune Ahmed" des 
frères Dardenne et "Deux Moi" de Cédric Klapisch. 
Icône du cinéma français, Catherine Deneuve, dans "Fête de famille", de Cédric Kahn, devrait 
également être très attendue par les cinéphiles américains. Ils découvriront aussi le film qui 
représentera l'Algérie aux Oscars l'an prochain, "Papicha", de Mounia Meddour, là encore 
récompensé à Cannes. 
 



 

September 19, 2019 

 

 

 

 



 

September 20, 2019 

Bienvenue, COLOCA 2019! 

 

Les Miserables (2019) director Ladj Ly 

Our yearly reminder that life is worth living — because the French are still making movies — 
arrives the evening of Monday, Sept 23, 2019. That’s when the 22nd annual COLCOA French 
Film Festival pops the cork not on Prosecco, not on Cava nor sparkling wine, but real 
Champagne. It happens at the crazy, hobnobbing event that is the opening-night reception 
community members look forward to by not eating, or drinking, for months. Because at this big 
party celebrating French cinema, they also serve French canapes and petit fours. 

For those who are neither cinephile nor film geek, COLCOA stands for the City of Lights / City 
of Angels, a sister-city marriage for the movies. The Festival which normally spools in the 
Spring has moved this year to September 23-28 because the Director’s Guild of America, which 
generously hosts it, just had a huge refurbishment of its three theaters (respectively 600, 160, 
and 50 seats), lounge, and lobby area. 

 

COLCOA TEAM: COLCOA deputy director Anouchka van Riel, COLCOA executive producer and artistic 
director François Truffart, former president WGAW Howard A. Rodman, film critic Amy Nicholson, film 
critic Peter DeBruge. 

https://colcoa.org/
https://colcoa.org/


The Festival screens 85 films and series organized into 5 programs (Cinema, Television, 
Shorts, Web Series and Virtual Reality). But the pride of this year’s COLCOA, and its headline 
news, is that opening night film with its unmistakably French title, Les Miserables, has just 
been selected by France’s Oscar committee as the official submission for the Best International 
Feature category to the 92nd Academy Awards. Bravo! and be sure to say that with a French 
accent. 

In addition to the opening night screening of Les Miz, The Movie (we’re going!), the film will be 
shown a second time: 

• Monday September 23, 7:30 pm, Renoir & Truffaut Theatre 
Conversation with director Ladj Ly and actors Damien Bonnard & Djebril Didier Zonga 

• Friday September 27, 5:00 pm, Renoir Theatre 
Discussion with actor Damien Bonnard 

Victor Hugo’s magnum opus is both lionized and shaken up in Ladj Ly’s sprawling fresco of his 
native Montfermeil — a collection of housing projects crawling with sleazy cops, small-time 
hoods, the Muslim Brotherhood, and a ragtag group of kids left to fend for themselves… all 
jockeying for turf. Majestic, stirring, gripping and compassionate, with a musical score that is, at 
once, moving and thrilling, the film follows an upright cop on his first day on the job, as he learns 
the ropes and struggles to hold onto his principles. 
 
Film opens with a rousing rendition of La Marseillaise and a joyous eruption of fraternité, and 
concludes with a resounding eleventh-hour alarm and powerful plea to diffuse the tinderbox and 
somehow resolve the anger and violence. 

COLCOA French Film Festival | Director’s Guild of America Building | Sept 23 – 28 

 

https://colcoa.org/


 

October 5, 2019 

 
Colcoa French Film Festival 

 

 

Los Angeles, 05 ottobre 2019 – La 23esima edizione del Colcoa French Film Festival, dal 24 
settembre al 30 settembre ha offerto una settimana di red carpet, cinema, televisione e shorts in 
un ricco programma in Hollywood, organizzato dalla Franco-American Cultural Found, la 
Directors Guild of America, la Motion Picture Association, la Wrtiters Guild of America 
West,la French’s Society of Authors Composer e Publishers of Music (SACEM). 
Alla premiere del Festival è stato presentato il film ‘Les Miserables’ diretto e scritto da Ladj Ly, 
il film” La Belle Epoque” , nterpretato da Doria Tillier, Fanny Ardan scritto e diretto da Nicolas 
Bedos ha concluso il Colcoa F.F. Il festival si è svolto al Directors Guild Theater Complex. 
Durante la settimana del Festival, il programma ha incluso, ogni giorno, Happy Hours Talk 
Pannel incontri con i filmmakers. Più di 200 scrittori francesi, registi, musicisti, hanno 
partecipato alle presentazioni dei film in concorso e non, in una occasione culturale per scoprire 
ad Hollywood altre frontiere. 
 
Dalla Fracia, non dimentichiamo, è iniziato il movimento della Nouvelle Vague per promuovere il 
cinema verità, iniziato con Jean-Luc Godard, Francois Truffaut, Eric Rohmer,Agnes Varda’, 
Jean Renoir. 
 
Il Colcoa Fetival nella sua ineccepibile organizzazione, ha dato il via alla promozione dei film 
francesi invitando gli studenti delle scuole superiori gratuitamente alle selezioni. 
Hollywood è oggi un centro internazionale dove le culture e le lingue s’incontrano in uno 
scambio in crescita e il Colcoa Festival ne è un esempio. 
 
Il film “I Lost My Body” il film d’animazione di fantasia, ha vinto il premio della giuria e 
dell’Audience Award. 
 
“Les Miserables” ha ricevuto il LAFCA First Feature Award ed è stato scelto per 
rappresentare la Francia alla selezione degli Oscar come Best International Feature Film. Il 
titolo prende spunto dal romanzo di Victor Hugo per raccontare i veri miserabili di oggi in 
Francia. 
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Château de Berne: Hotel, Spa, Gastronomy and Perfection in 
France

Pioneering wine tourism, Château de Berne, a quaint hotel in Provence, 
features a vineyard, a five-star hotel and spa, fine dining, and year round 
cultural events, making it the go to destination for travelers looking to enjoy 
the French countryside

Magical. Dreamlike. Exquisite. A treasure found in Provence – all can be use to 
describe Château de Berne, which I visited during a recent trip to the Cannes Film Festival in 
May. A short train voyage from Cannes, immediately after arriving at Gare Les Arcs-Draguignan 
, I was whisked off to the idyllic property nestled in the Var hills.Pioneering wine tourism, 
Château de Berne features a vineyard, a five-star hotel and spa, fine dining, and year round 
cultural events. The quaint hotel is comprised of 27 rooms and suites, beautifully appointed, 
designed in a French countryside style with a hint of modernity, along with a grounds and 
courtyard that could actually be set in Italy. The property is the perfect location for nuptials, 
corporate retreat or family reunion.The friendly hotel is pet-friendly, that has an adorable 
ginger  tabby roaming around, with the surrounding grounds home to many species of birds, 
wildlife, and I’m told, even wild boars in the nearby forest. 

Chateau de Berne 

Also on the property is the stunning four bedroom stone villa La Bastide located in the center of 
the Gomberts olive grove, with a private garden and pool. The property’s Cinq Mondes Spa 
offers a full menu of face and body treatments, and an oasis to relax and rejuvenate, with an 
indoor pool, two Jacuzzis, sauna, steam room, and a beautiful patio overlooking the vineyard. 

 

https://www.chateauberne.com/en/


 
Spa Pool 
 
Dining and culinary activities are robust with Le Jardin de Benjamin gourmet restaurant, the 
namesake of Michelin-starred chef Benjamin Collombat, who incorporates fresh seasonal 
produce into his menus. A native of Provence who trained with greats Philippe Da Silva and 
Guy Martin, Collombat was awarded his Michelin star in his first year. 

Cuisine Table du Chef 
 

According to the prestigious guide, “Benjamin Collombat didn’t take long to find his marks at this 
elegant address, with its atmosphere halfway between Provence and Tuscany. His cuisine, 
tailored to the seasons, magnificently celebrates the Haut-Var regional specialties: garden 
vegetables, local cheeses, regional wines… And the service is pleasant and attentive.” 

 For more casual cuisine, visit the Bistrot de la Cave, awarded the Bib Gourmand Michelin, also 
lead by Chef Benjamin. The hotel also features an elaborate cooking school, traditional cozy bar 
and relaxing library. 

Another highlight was a tour of La Cave that included a private wine tasting at the onsite store. 



 
 
My travel partner Alien Pictures founder Eileen Tasca and I had the wonderful pleasure to have 
a guided tour lead by Chef de Cave Alexis Cornu, a true ambassador of the Provencal lifestyle. 
Cornu’s passion and devotion to the winemaking industry is clear as is his dedication to craft 
elegant wines that express the spirit of Provence. 

Cornu comments, “Everything at Château de Berne contributes to your well-being, including the 
limestone terroir on which the organic grapes flourish, on the way to meet their destiny as 
quality wines. Mediterranean grape varieties have everything they need here to ripen, serenely, 
and much later than along the coast.” 

It is this breeding and refinement that Cornu brings out in all of the estate’s red, white and rosé 
wines. 

 
Alexis Cornu 
 

Tasca describes the property as “an idyllic location to experience the beauty and sensuality of 
the French countryside. With the many activities offered on site, it is the perfect for celebrating 
family milestones or as a place to corporate retreats.” 

Each July and August, the property hosts Jazz  Berne, a festival that hosts some of the world’s 
top jazz acts, with this year’s headliners, including André Manoukian, China Moses, Thomas 
Dutronc & Les Esprits Manouches, The Shoeshiners, and Cotton Club by Big Band 13, and 
many others. The property also hosts many other events throughout the year in the beautiful 
grounds, featuring an outdoor theatre surrounding a pond. 

 Château de Berne and its various brands are also establishing a presence on the global film 
festival circuit as a sponsor of various special events during the 2019 Cannes Film Festival, 
including the launch party for the new feature “Jungle Cry” and the French Riviera Film 
Festival for short form content, and recently, HollyShorts Film Festival in Hollywood,  and 

https://www.jazzaberne.com/
http://www.junglecry.com/
http://www.frenchrivierafilmfestival.com/
http://www.frenchrivierafilmfestival.com/
http://www.hollyshorts.com/


soon COLCOA, the largest French film festival outside of France, to be held in Los Angeles this 
September. 

Truly looking forward to returning the South of France next year to visit the group’s latest 
property for the brand Ultimate Provence that recently opened in Saint Tropez. Named simply 
UP, the modern, stylish property features 34 hotel rooms and apartments, the ATMOS 
restaurant and bar, all overlooking the vineyard. 

Still dreaming of the Riviera! ■ 

 

http://www.hollyshorts.com/
https://www.ultimateprovence.com/fr/
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Château de Berne: hotel, spa, gastronomía y perfección en 
Francia 

El pionero del enoturismo Château de Berne es un hotel de ensueños en Provenza, Francia, que 
cuenta con un viñedo y un spa de cinco estrellas, excelentes restaurantes y eventos culturales 
durante todo el año. Con todo lo que ofrece, uno quiere pasar allí todas las temporadas. 

Mágico. Soñado. Exquisito. Un tesoro hallado en Provenza, Francia. Todo eso describe 
al Château de Berne (o castillo de Berne) que visité durante un viaje reciente al Festival de 
Cine de Cannes. En un corto viaje en tren desde Cannes, inmediatamente después de llegar a 
Gare Les Arcs-Draguignan, llegué a esa idílica propiedad enclavada en las colinas de Var. El 
pionero complejo de enoturismo Château de Berne cuenta con un viñedo, un hotel de cinco 
estrellas y un spa, elegantes restaurantes y eventos culturales durante todo el año. 

El pintoresco hotel está compuesto de 27 habitaciones y suites, bellamente decoradas, 
diseñadas en un estilo de campo francés con un toque de modernidad, junto con un terreno y 
un patio que en realidad podrían establecerse en Italia. La propiedad es el lugar perfecto para 
nupcias, retiros corporativos o reuniones familiares. El acogedor hotel admite mascotas, tiene 
un adorable gato atigrado deambulando, y los alrededores albergan muchas especies de aves 
y vida silvestre. Me han dicho que incluso hay jabalíes en el bosque cercano. 

 

Vista del Château de Berne. 

También en la propiedad se encuentra la impresionante villa de piedra de cuatro dormitorios La 
Bastide, ubicada en el centro del olivar Gomberts, con un jardín privado y una piscina. El spa 
Cinq Mondes de la propiedad ofrece un menú completo de tratamientos faciales y corporales, y 
una especie de oasis para relajarse y rejuvenecer, con una piscina cubierta, dos jacuzzis, 
sauna, baño de vapor y un hermoso patio con vista al viñedo. 

https://www.chateauberne.com/


 
La piscina del Spa Cinq Mondes. 

Las propuestas gastronómicas son muy buenas en el restaurante gourmet Le Jardin de 
Benjamin, homónimo del chef con estrella Michelin Benjamin Collombat que incorpora 
productos frescos de temporada en sus menús. Nacido en Provenza, y formado con los 
grandes Philippe Da Silva y Guy Martin, Collombat recibió su estrella Michelin en su primer año 
de trabajo. 

 
La mesa y el chef Collombat. 

Según la prestigiosa guía San Pellegrino, “A Benjamin Collombat no le llevó mucho tiempo 
poner sus huellas en este elegante lugar, cuyo ambiente tiene tanto de Provenza como de 
Toscana. Su cocina, adaptada a las estaciones, celebra magníficamente las especialidades 
regionales de Haut-Var: verduras de jardín, quesos locales, vinos regionales… Y el servicio es 
agradable y atento”. 

Para una cocina más informal, visita el Bistrot de la Cave, galardonado con el Bib Gourmand 
Michelin, también dirigido por el chef Benjamin. El hotel también cuenta con una elaborada 
escuela de cocina, un acogedor bar tradicional y una relajante biblioteca. 

Otro punto destacado fue un recorrido por La Cave que incluyó una degustación privada de 
vinos en la tienda del hotel. 

https://www.theworlds50best.com/


 

Los viñedos de Château de Berne. 

Mi compañera de viaje, la fundadora de Alien Pictures, Eileen Tasca, y yo tuvimos el placer de 
tener una visita guiada dirigida por el chef de Cave, Alexis Cornu, un verdadero embajador del 
estilo de vida provenzal. La pasión y la devoción de Cornu por la industria vitivinícola son 
claras, al igual que su dedicación para elaborar vinos finos que expresan el espíritu de 
Provenza. 

Cornu comenta: “Todo en el Château de Berne contribuye al bienestar, incluido el terroir de 
piedra caliza en el que florecen las uvas orgánicas, cuando van camino a convertirse en vinos 
de calidad. Las variedades de uva mediterránea tienen todo lo que necesitan aquí para 
madurar, serenamente y mucho más tarde que a lo largo de la costa”. 

Es esta cría y refinamiento lo que Cornu trae en todos los vinos tintos, blancos y rosados de la 
finca. 

 

Alexis Cornu. 

Tasca describe la propiedad como “un lugar idílico para experimentar la belleza y la 
sensualidad de la campiña francesa. Con las muchas actividades que se ofrece el sitio, es 
perfecto para celebrar eventos familiares o para retiros corporativos”. 

Cada julio y agosto, la propiedad alberga Jazz Berne, un festival que cuenta con algunos de los 
mejores actos de jazz del mundo. Los artistas principales de este año incluyen a André 
Manoukian, China Moses, Thomas Dutronc y Les Esprits Manouches, The Shoeshiners y 
Cotton Club by Big Banda 13, y muchos otros. La propiedad también ofrece muchos otros 

https://www.jazzaberne.com/


eventos durante el año en los hermosos jardines, con un teatro al aire libre que rodea un 
estanque. 

Château de Berne y sus diversas marcas también están estableciendo una presencia en el 
circuito mundial de festivales de cine como patrocinador de varios eventos especiales durante 
el Festival de Cine de Cannes 2019, incluida la fiesta de lanzamiento de la nueva película 
‘Jungle Cry‘ y el French Riviera Film Festival, de cortometrajes. Recientemente, patrocinó 
el HollyShorts Film Festival en Hollywood, y pronto COLCOA, el festival de cine francés más 
grande fuera de Francia, que se celebrará en Los Ángeles este septiembre. 

Estoy ansiosa por regresar al sur de Francia el próximo año para visitar la última propiedad del 
grupo para la marca Ultimate Provenza que se inauguró recientemente en Saint Tropez. 
Llamada simplemente UP, el moderno y elegante complejo cuenta con 34 habitaciones y 
apartamentos, y el restaurante y bar ATMOS, ambos con vista al viñedo. 

¡Sigo soñando con la Riviera! ■ 

 

http://www.junglecry.com/
http://www.frenchrivierafilmfestival.com/
http://www.hollyshorts.com/
http://www.hollyshorts.com/
https://www.ultimateprovence.com/fr/
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France Oscars pick 'Les Miserables' a 
'universal' warning cry, says director 

 

 

AFP - Les Miserables" is France's official candidate for the Oscars -- but the film's stark 
portrayal of police violence and brutalized youths is a "universal" warning cry about poverty 
and racism, its director told AFP. 

Ladj Ly's film follows the consequences of a violent police blunder in a tense and racially divided 
suburb of Paris, through the eyes of a cop who has just joined its anti-crime unit. 

Speaking to AFP Monday on the red carpet of Los Angeles' French cinema festival COLCOA, 
Ly said the film "is universal and should speak to as many people as possible." 

"Poverty is found in the four corners of the world -- we can be in the United States, Brazil in the 
favelas or South Africa." 

"This film is a warning cry from me to the politicians," he told the US premiere audience later. 
"And I tell them that the situation is complicated, this has been going on for 30 years, but there 
are always solutions." 



Ly told AFP he was "super proud" but surprised by Friday's announcement that the film had 
been selected to represent France at February's Academy Awards, beating competition such as 
Eva Green-starring astronaut drama "Proxima." 

"It's a huge source of pride. We're all very happy," he said, adding: "We didn't really expect it -- 
we thought that we had very little chance with the films we were up against." 

"Les Miserables" begins with jubilant scenes of an apparently united Paris as France lifts the 
2018 World Cup. 

But the deep rifts in society are quickly laid bare as violent police officers, drug dealers and 
Islamists pull the children of Montfermeil's housing projects in different directions. 

Montfermeil is famous as the setting of Victor Hugo's 19th-century novel, from which the film 
takes its name. 

Ly said he drew on his own experiences in the Paris suburb -- including watching France's 
previous World Cup win in 1998, which was credited with temporarily bringing down racial 
divisions. 

"Unfortunately today, we have the impression that only football can unite us all, can tell us that 
we are all together and we are all French," he said. 

"And unfortunately, when the game is over, everybody goes back to their situation." 

Ly recalled how he had covertly filmed and published a video of police brutality that led to an 
unprecedented internal police investigation -- and decades later prompted him to make his first 
feature film. 

He said early screenings of the movie in France had met with "explosive and very intense" 
reactions. 

The film opens across France on November 20, and will be shown by Amazon in the US. 

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles. 
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September 1, 2019 

Colcoa French Fi lm Fest ival  

 

 

 

The 23rd COLCOA French Film Festival will take place from September 23 to September 28, 
2019 at the Directors Guild of America Theatre Complex in Hollywood. 
 
Due to DGA theaters renovation in 2019, COLCOA will move from April to September. 
Celebrate French films and series with us in our newly renovated home, the best way to start 
the 2019/2020 Awards Season. 
 
Become a sponsor of one of the largest film festivals in Los Angeles! 2019 will be a landmark for 
the COLCOA FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL as we will celebrate our 23rd anniversary in September 

 

https://best2019filmfestivals.com/
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Director Ladj Ly’s feature debut and Cannes Jury Prize Winner Les 
Misérables chosen as France’s Oscar Submission 

The film will release in the U.S. via Amazon on January 10 
 

 

Deadline is reporting that writer-director Ladj Ly’s politically charged urban drama Les 
Miserables has been chosen to represent France in the Best International Feature Film 
category at the 92nd Oscars. The Cannes Jury Prize winner also recently played Toronto and is 
opening the COLCOA fest in Los Angeles at the DGA this Monday. It will release in the U.S. via 
Amazon on January 10 after closing one of the biggest domestic deals ever for a French-
language movie last May. 

AMPAS will unveil its shortlist for the International race in December. 

 

https://deadline.com/2019/09/oscars-france-les-miserables-international-film-category-1202739459/


 

Inspired by the 2005 Paris riots, and Ly’s César-nominated short film of the same name, Les 
Misérables takes a provocative look into the tensions between neighborhood residents and 
police. It centers on Stéphane (Damien Bonnard), who has recently joined the anti-crime 
brigade in Montfermeil, the Paris suburb where Victor Hugo set his classic novel Les 
Misérables. Alongside his new colleagues Chris (Alexis Manenti) and Gwada (Djibril Zonga) 
— both experienced members of the team — he quickly discovers tensions running high 
between local gangs. When the trio finds themselves overrun during the course of an arrest, a 
drone captures the encounter, threatening to expose the reality of everyday life. 

A member of the Kourtrajmé collective (started up by Romain Gavras and Kim Chapiron) 
since 1996, Ladj Ly has a thorough knowledge of the environment where he has set his 
storyline and which he previously tackled in his documentary 365 jours à Clichy-
Montfermeil (2005), about the urban riots, and the docu-fiction Go Fast Connection (2008), 
which took issue with how the media portrayed the subur 

Ly went on to direct his first short film, Montfermeil Les Bosquets in 1997. In 2004, he co-
wrote the documentary 28 Millimeters with renowned photographer JR, who’s best known for 
his large format street photographs. 
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Ly told AFP he was "super proud" but surprised by Friday's announcement that the film had 
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Eva Green-starring astronaut drama "Proxima." 
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we thought that we had very little chance with the films we were up against." 

"Les Miserables" begins with jubilant scenes of an apparently united Paris as France lifts the 
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Ly said he drew on his own experiences in the Paris suburb -- including watching France's 
previous World Cup win in 1998, which was credited with temporarily bringing down racial 
divisions. 

"Unfortunately today, we have the impression that only football can unite us all, can tell us that 
we are all together and we are all French," he said. 

"And unfortunately, when the game is over, everybody goes back to their situation." 

Ly recalled how he had covertly filmed and published a video of police brutality that led to an 
unprecedented internal police investigation -- and decades later prompted him to make his first 
feature film. 

He said early screenings of the movie in France had met with "explosive and very intense" 
reactions. 

The film opens across France on November 20, and will be shown by Amazon in the US. 
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La route de Los Angeles: 23e édition pour le Colcoa 

Le festival City of Lights, City of Angels, qui migre d'une saison à une autre, aura lieu 
pour la première fois au début de l'automne, du 23 au 28 septembre, toujours à Los 
Angeles bien évidemment. 

 

Cette manifestation californienne dédiée au cinéma français et qui a gagné en importance 
d'année en année se déroulait jusque-là au mois d'avril, mais elle a été décalée cette année – 
et définitivement ? – à la fin septembre. Organisée par le Fonds culturel franco-américain, elle 
propose traditionnellement à la fois des longs métrages, des documentaires, des œuvres 
audiovisuelles et, en association avec UniFrance, des courts métrages. 

Parmi les 16 productions frenchies que les spectateurs présents sur Sunset Boulevard pourront 
ainsi découvrir au cours de cette 23e édition figurent Mémorable de Bruno Collet et Je sors 
acheter des cigarettes d'Osman Cerfon, souvent évoqués en ces pages, mais aussi La jupe 
d'Adam de Clément Tréhin-Lalanne (photo ci-dessous à droite), Vire-moi si tu peux de 
Camille Delamarre – avec le tandem Patrick Timsit/Richard Berry (photo ci-dessous à gauche) 
– ou encore My Generation de Ludovic Houplain, l'un des auteurs du déjà 
légendaire Logorama, justement oscarisé à Hollywood en 2010. 

Parmi les 16 productions frenchies que les spectateurs présents sur Sunset Boulevard pourront 
ainsi découvrir au cours de cette 23e édition figurent Mémorable de Bruno Collet et Je sors 
acheter des cigarettes d'Osman Cerfon, souvent évoqués en ces pages, mais aussi La jupe 
d'Adam de Clément Tréhin-Lalanne (photo ci-dessous à droite), Vire-moi si tu peux de Camille 
Delamarre – avec le tandem Patrick Timsit/Richard Berry (photo ci-dessous à gauche) – ou 
encore My Generation de Ludovic Houplain, l'un des auteurs du déjà légendaire Logorama, 
justement oscarisé à Hollywood en 2010. 

https://colcoa.org/
https://svod.brefcinema.com/special-animation/je-sors-acheter-des-cigarettes.html
https://svod.brefcinema.com/special-animation/je-sors-acheter-des-cigarettes.html
https://svod.brefcinema.com/blog/cahier-critique/logorama-du-collectif-h5.html
https://colcoa.org/
https://svod.brefcinema.com/special-animation/je-sors-acheter-des-cigarettes.html
https://svod.brefcinema.com/special-animation/je-sors-acheter-des-cigarettes.html
https://svod.brefcinema.com/blog/cahier-critique/logorama-du-collectif-h5.html


 

  

 Deux des films des Talents Cannes de l'Adami de cette année, Les chiens aboient de 
Grégory Montel et La maman des poissons de Zita Henrot, seront aussi projetés, tandis que 
l'ouverture s'effectuera sous le signe des Misérables de Ladj Ly, dont la sortie en France est 
prévue pour la fin novembre. 

Christophe Chauville 

À lire aussi: 

- Les Misérables, version court métrage. 

- Les lauréats du Colcoa 2018. 

 

 

 

https://svod.brefcinema.com/blog/cahier-critique/les-miserables-de-ladj-ly.html
https://svod.brefcinema.com/blog/festivals/so-far-away-from-la.html


 

August 27, 2019 
 

Hollywood French film fest links with Amazon, Netflix 
 

 

Los Angeles (AFP) – Hollywood’s French film festival will showcase movies from streaming 
giants Amazon and Netflix next month in a bid to boost Gallic cinema in the United States. 

The 23rd COLCOA — the world’s largest festival dedicated to French film — will open with “Les 
Miserables,” a debut feature that was bought by Amazon after it won the Jury Prize at Cannes 
this summer. 

It is the first time an Amazon film will appear at COLCOA, which will also screen “I Lost My 
Body,” an awards-tipped animation about a severed hand bought by Netflix after Cannes.  

The volatile relationship between streaming platforms and film festivals has sparked fierce 
debate in recent years, particularly in France, where Cannes has barred Netflix films in the 
name of protecting embattled movie theaters.  

But festival director Francois Truffart told AFP that COLCOA was happy to work with the online 
platforms if it helps bring French films to a wider American audience. 

“For French cinema we are a very specific market, and theatrical releases (in the US) is really 
something small,” he said. “Five, six years ago you could have a film that could make $5 or $6 
million in the theater, which for a foreign film is big. 

“But today if you do $1 million it’s a good result. So it’s becoming really, really difficult.” 

– Limited big screen runs – 

Truffart said he would still prefer to see the films get theatrical releases before appearing 
online.  



Both Amazon and Netflix in recent years have given some films — particularly awards 
contenders such as “Roma” and “The Irishman” — limited runs on big screens before streaming 
begins. 

“Les Miserables” and “I Lost My Body” will both appear in select US theaters before being 
uploaded to Amazon Prime and Netflix. 

“We don’t have the same issue because we’re not in France,” said Truffart. 

“The worst-case scenario is to not have any more foreign films in theaters in the US. We really 
need to partner with all actors who do their best for that.” 

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles. 

“Les Miserables” tackles police brutality against young immigrants in contemporary Montfermeil 
— a setting in Victor Hugo’s 19th-century novel. 

Also on show will be terrorist drama “Young Ahmed,” which scooped the Best Director Award at 
Cannes for the Dardenne brothers, and “Adults in the Room,” a political thriller from Oscar-
winner Costa-Gavras based on former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis’s book on the 
eurozone crisis. 

French film icon Catherine Deneuve’s newest project “Happy Birthday” will also play, alongside 
Algeria’s official entry for the Oscars, “Papicha,” about a young woman living during the 
country’s Islamist-driven civil war.  

 




