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Colcoa 2019 - La sélection téléfilms, séries et
courts métrages dévoilée

Date de publication : 25/07/2019 - 14:47
(Exclusif) Le Fond culturel franco-américain dévoile ce jour cette sélection

qui sera présentée du lundi 23 au samedi 28 septembre 2019 i Los
Angeles.

La 23e edition de Colcoa, le festival du film francais a Hollywood, se déroulera
désormais juste avant le début de la saison des prix, dans le nouveau complexe de la

Directors' Guild of America.

La sélection comprend cing séries, quatre téléfilms et un documentaire, dont six en
avant-premiéres internationales. Les titres retenus dans la section télévision 2019 sont

les suivants :

* Une ile (Arte) : série créée et écrite par Gaia Guasti et Aurélien Molas, réalisée par



Julien Trousselier, avec Laetitia Casta, Noée Abita, Sergi Lopez, Manuel Severi et Alba
Gaie Bellugi. Arte. Avant-premiére internationale

* Le grand bazar (M6) : série, saison 1, créée et réalisée par Baya Kasmi, écrite par
Baya Kasmi, Michel Leclerc, Sarah Kaminsky et Lyés Salem. Avec Nailia Harzoune,
Grégory Montel, Lyes Salem, Julia Piaton, Biyouna, Djemel Barek, Christiane Millet et
Francois Levantal - Avant-premiére nord-américaine

* Otage(s) (Création originale Canal+) : documentaire écrit et réalisé par Michel Peyrard

et Damien Vercaemer - Avant-premiére nord-américaine.

* Connexion intime (France 2) : téléfilm écrit par Laure de Colbert. Réalisé par Renaud
Bertrand avec Lucie Carpiaux, Marilyn Lima, Jules Houplan et Mahia Zrouki - Avant-
premiére internationale

* Jeux d’influence (Arte) : série, saison 1, écrite par Antoine Lacomblez, Jean-Xavier de
Lestrade, Sophie Hiet et Pierre Linhart. Réalisée par Jean-Xavier de Lestrade avec Alix
Poisson, Laurent Stocker, Jean-Francois Sivadier, Pierre Perrier et Marilou Aussiloux.
Arte. Avant-premiere internationale.

* Jacqueline Sauvage : c'était lui ou moi (TF1) : téléfilm écrit et réalisé par Yves

Regnier ; avec Muriel Robin et Olivier Marchal - Avant-premiére nord américaine

* La fin de I'été (Arte) : téléfilm écrit et réalisé par Héléne Angel ; avec Bernard Lecoq,
Christiane Millet, Talid Ariss, Maé&l Rouin Berrandou et Alexia Chardard - Avant-premiére
internationale

* HP (Canal+) : série, saison 1, créée par Angela Soupe et Sarah Santamaria-Mertens.
Ecrite par Angela Soupe, Sarah Santamaria-Mertens et Camille Rousset. Réalisé par
Emilie Noblet avec Tiphaine Daviot, Marie Sohna Conde et Eric Naggar - Avant-
premiére nord américaine



* La forét d’argent (Arte) : téléfilm écrit et réalisé par Emmanuel Bourdieu, basé sur le

livre Kidnapping de Gaspard Koenig ; avec Nicolas Duvauchelle, Marina Palii et Jutia

" * Vernon subutex (photo) (Canal+) : série écrite par Cathy Verney et Benjamin Dupas, basée
sur le livre de Virginie Despentes ; réalisée par Cathy Verney ; avec Romain Duris et
Céline Sallette - Avant-premiére américaine.

Cette section est présentée en association avec TITRAFILM et TV France International
avec le soutien de : Federation Film & Pictures, Lagardére Studios, Netflix, Newen,
Playtime, SND Group M6, StudioCanal et TF1 Studio.

La sélection courts métrages, présentée en association avec UniFrance, comprend 16
ceuvres :

* La jupe d’Adam de Clément Tréhin-Lalanne (produit par Les Films Grand-Huit)

* Les chiens aboient de Grégory Montel (Fulldawa Films)

* Brazil de Mathilde Elu (Les Films Grand-Huit)

* Ne demande pas ton chemin de Déborah Assoun (Les Films du Cygne)

* Vire-moi si tu peux de Camille Delamarre (Fulldawa Films)

* Je sors acheter des cigarettes, court d'animation d’'Osman Cerfon (Miyu Productions)
* Invisible héros de Cristéle Alves Meira (Konology)

* Mémorable,court d' animation de Bruno Collet (Vivement Lundi !)

* Modern Jazz d’Anais Tellenne (Caméra Subjective)

* Ma branche toute fine de Dinara Droukarova (Rouge International)

* My Generation, court d'animation de Ludovic Houplain (H5, Les Productions 50/50)

* Ma dame au camélia d’Edouard Montoute (Aldabra Films)

* One after the Other, court d'animation de Nicolas Pegon (Miyu Productions)

* Pile poil de Lauriane Escaffre et Yvonnick Muller (Qui Vivre !)

* La maman des poissons de Zita Hanrot (Fulldawa Films)

* Wild Love, court d'animation de Paul Autric, Quentin Camus, Léa Georges, Maryka

Laudet, Zoé Sottiaux-et Corentin Yvergniaux (L’Ecole des Nouvelles Images)



Le Colcoa French Film Festival est produit par le Fonds culturel franco-américain, un
partenariat unique qui regroupe la Directors' Guild of America, la Motion Picture
Association, la Writers' Guild of America West et la Société des auteurs, compositeurs et
éditeurs de musique (Sacem). Il est également soutenu par la Société des autei -

I’Ambassade frangaise de Los Angeles, TV France International et UniFrance.

La sélection des longs métrages sera dévoilée le 27 aolt. Quelques jours avant seront
connus les personnalités & qui seront rendues des hommages ainsi que la sélection

documentaire.
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France Oscars pick ‘Les Miserables' a
‘universal' warning cry, says director

Les Miserables" is France's official candidate for the Oscars -- but the film's stark portrayal of
police violence and brutalized youths is a "universal" warning cry about poverty and racism,
its director told AFP.

Ladj Ly's film follows the consequences of a violent police blunder in a tense and racially divided
suburb of Paris, through the eyes of a cop who has just joined its anti-crime unit.

Speaking to AFP Monday on the red carpet of Los Angeles' French cinema festival COLCOA,
Ly said the film "is universal and should speak to as many people as possible."

"Poverty is found in the four corners of the world -- we can be in the United States, Brazil in the
favelas or South Africa."



"This film is a warning cry from me to the politicians," he told the US premiere audience later.
"And | tell them that the situation is complicated, this has been going on for 30 years, but there
are always solutions."

Ly told AFP he was "super proud" but surprised by Friday's announcement that the film had
been selected to represent France at February's Academy Awards, beating competition such as
Eva Green-starring astronaut drama "Proxima."

"It's a huge source of pride. We're all very happy," he said, adding: "We didn't really expect it --
we thought that we had very little chance with the films we were up against."

"Les Miserables" begins with jubilant scenes of an apparently united Paris as France lifts the
2018 World Cup.

But the deep rifts in society are quickly laid bare as violent police officers, drug dealers and
Islamists pull the children of Montfermeil's housing projects in different directions.

Montfermeil is famous as the setting of Victor Hugo's 19th-century novel, from which the film
takes its name.

Ly said he drew on his own experiences in the Paris suburb -- including watching France's
previous World Cup win in 1998, which was credited with temporarily bringing down racial
divisions.

"Unfortunately today, we have the impression that only football can unite us all, can tell us that
we are all together and we are all French," he said.

"And unfortunately, when the game is over, everybody goes back to their situation."

Ly recalled how he had covertly filmed and published a video of police brutality that led to an
unprecedented internal police investigation -- and decades later prompted him to make his first
feature film.

He said early screenings of the movie in France had met with "explosive and very intense"
reactions.

The film opens across France on November 20, and will be shown by Amazon in the US.

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles.
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Michael Mann eyeing film as book nears completion

US film director Michael Mann speaks during a panel discussion on October 2017 in Lyon, France

MICHAEL Mann wants to make a big-screen sequel to Heat, the iconic movie that brought Hollywood
legends Al Pacino and Robert De Niro together for the first time, the director has said. The sprawling
1995 neo-noir epic starring Pacino as a Los Angeles detective pursuing De Niro’s heist gang boss
across the city is widely considered a classic crime thriller.

Mann announced in 2016 that a novel inspired by Heat would be published by his own HarperCollins
publishing imprint, but shared fresh details of the book in a recent interview. “The novel is about two-
thirds written, and it’s the prequel to Heat and it’s the sequel to Heat rolled together,” said Mann. “So
it's everything before the movie and everything after the movie.”

Asked if he plans to give the novel the movie treatment, Mann said: “Of course!” before adding that he
could also foresee it evolving into a television series. “Initially a film, but the landscape is changing so
radically and so quickly, who knows,” he said.

Mann said the book would explore the time De Niro’s character Neil McCauley spent in prison in his
20s, as well as the years Pacino’s cop Vincent Hanna worked on the Chicago police force before
moving to Los Angeles.

It will also feature the childhood of Val Kilmer's character, young bank robber Chris Shiherlis.



“There was so much depth there — it was always a question of ‘How do you do a sequel?’ So we
found a way to do that along with the prequel,” said the writer-director.

Mann, 76, is co-writing the book with crime author Reed Coleman, and it is due to be published next
year.

The original Heat was praised for its striking cinematography, delighting moviegoers and inspiring a
generation of filmmakers with its melancholic but visually stunning depictions of Los Angeles.

Pacino, De Niro. It featured a meeting in a diner between the two leads that marked their first scene
together after appearing separately in The Godfather: Part Il 21 years earlier. The pair also co-starred
in 2008’s Righteous Kill.

Pacino and De Niro will be reunited on the big screen once more later this year for Martin Scorsese’s
gangster film The Irishman.

Mann said he was “really looking forward” to the film, and was keen to debunk myths that working with
both of the revered actors at the same time was problematic.

“Everybody who projects what that might be like gets it wrong — they assume that high-powered
actors are these exotic, difficult creatures. It is exactly the opposite,” he said.

Asked what the challenges of directing Pacino and De Niro together were, he replied: “Nothing.”
“Working with actors who have strong, healthy artistic egos, and are really good at what they do and
have that self-confidence, is a dream,” Mann added.

“They’re honestly questing to do great work . . . What more do you want as a director?”

In The Irishman, Pacino will play legendary union boss Jimmy Hoffa, and De Niro portrays World War
Il veteran-turned-hitman Frank Sheeran.

The septuagenarian pair will undergo digital de-aging for earlier scenes in the decades-spanning true
story.

Mann did not say if he intended for Pacino and De Niro to reprise their roles in a new Heat film.
Golden Triangle

Speaking at a Los Angeles announcement event for French film festival COLCOA, Mann also
discussed a number of other projects he is working on.

A television series set during the Vietnam War is “coming along” and will tell the story of the pivotal
1968 Battle of Hue from the perspectives of US soldiers and Vietnamese fighters as well as civilians.
“It's going to be between seven and nine hours — it's not a docudrama, it's a very submersive,
subjective drama,” he said.

Also in the works is a screenplay Mann has written based on real events in Southeast Asia’s notorious
“Golden Triangle” during the 1980s.

Mann said he had travelled frequently to the lawless wedge of land intersecting China, Myanmar,
Thailand and Laos, which has long served as a base for opium and heroin production.

Finally, Mann and screenwriter Eric Roth have co-written a Western based on the true story of late
19th-century Comanche leader Quanah Parker.



It tells the story of the half-white, half-Native American warrior “trying to liberate his mother”, who was
born to Texan settlers but captured and raised by Comanches before being forcibly returned to white
society following a bloody raid.

“Comanche is a very difficult project to get going. It's a true story and it's an extremely expensive
Western,” said Mann, adding that no actors were yet attached to the project.
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Hollywood French film fest links with Amazon, Netflix

COLCOA

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL J

Los Angeles (AFP) — Hollywood'’s French film festival will showcase movies from streaming
giants Amazon and Netflix next month in a bid to boost Gallic cinema in the United States.

The 23rd COLCOA — the world’s largest festival dedicated to French film — will open with “Les
Miserables,” a debut feature that was bought by Amazon after it won the Jury Prize at Cannes
this summer.

Itis the first time an Amazon film will appear at COLCOA, which will also screen “I Lost My
Body,” an awards-tipped animation about a severed hand bought by Netflix after Cannes.

The volatile relationship between streaming platforms and film festivals has sparked fierce
debate in recent years, particularly in France, where Cannes has barred Netflix films in the
name of protecting embattled movie theaters.

But festival director Francois Truffart told AFP that COLCOA was happy to work with the online
platforms if it helps bring French films to a wider American audience.

“For French cinema we are a very specific market, and theatrical releases (in the US) is really
something small,” he said. “Five, six years ago you could have a film that could make $5 or $6
million in the theater, which for a foreign film is big.

“But today if you do $1 million it's a good result. So it's becoming really, really difficult.”
— Limited big screen runs —

Truffart said he would still prefer to see the films get theatrical releases before appearing
online.



Both Amazon and Netflix in recent years have given some films — particularly awards
contenders such as “Roma” and “The Irishman” — limited runs on big screens before streaming
begins.

“Les Miserables” and “I Lost My Body” will both appear in select US theaters before being
uploaded to Amazon Prime and Netflix.

“We don’t have the same issue because we’re not in France,” said Truffart.

“The worst-case scenario is to not have any more foreign films in theaters in the US. We really
need to partner with all actors who do their best for that.”

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles.

“Les Miserables” tackles police brutality against young immigrants in contemporary Montfermeil
— a setting in Victor Hugo’s 19th-century novel.

Also on show will be terrorist drama “Young Ahmed,” which scooped the Best Director Award at
Cannes for the Dardenne brothers, and “Adults in the Room,” a political thriller from Oscar-
winner Costa-Gavras based on former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis’s book on the
eurozone crisis.

French film icon Catherine Deneuve’s newest project “Happy Birthday” will also play, alongside
Algeria’s official entry for the Oscars, “Papicha,” about a young woman living during the
country’s Islamist-driven civil war.
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Hollywood French film fest links with Amazon, Netflix

COLCOA

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL 4

Los Angeles (AFP) — Hollywood'’s French film festival will showcase movies from streaming
giants Amazon and Netflix next month in a bid to boost Gallic cinema in the United States.

The 23rd COLCOA — the world’s largest festival dedicated to French film — will open with “Les
Miserables,” a debut feature that was bought by Amazon after it won the Jury Prize at Cannes
this summer.

It is the first time an Amazon film will appear at COLCOA, which will also screen “I Lost My
Body,” an awards-tipped animation about a severed hand bought by Netflix after Cannes.

The volatile relationship between streaming platforms and film festivals has sparked fierce
debate in recent years, particularly in France, where Cannes has barred Netflix films in the
name of protecting embattled movie theaters.

But festival director Francois Truffart told AFP that COLCOA was happy to work with the online
platforms if it helps bring French films to a wider American audience.

“For French cinema we are a very specific market, and theatrical releases (in the US) is really
something small,” he said. “Five, six years ago you could have a film that could make $5 or $6
million in the theater, which for a foreign film is big.

“But today if you do $1 million it's a good result. So it's becoming really, really difficult.”
— Limited big screen runs —

Truffart said he would still prefer to see the films get theatrical releases before appearing
online.

Both Amazon and Netflix in recent years have given some films — particularly awards
contenders such as “Roma” and “The Irishman” — limited runs on big screens before streaming
begins.



“Les Miserables” and “I Lost My Body” will both appear in select US theaters before being
uploaded to Amazon Prime and Netflix.

“We don’t have the same issue because we’re not in France,” said Truffart.

“The worst-case scenario is to not have any more foreign films in theaters in the US. We really
need to partner with all actors who do their best for that.”

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles.

“Les Miserables” tackles police brutality against young immigrants in contemporary Montfermeil
— a setting in Victor Hugo’s 19th-century novel.

Also on show will be terrorist drama “Young Ahmed,” which scooped the Best Director Award at
Cannes for the Dardenne brothers, and “Adults in the Room,” a political thriller from Oscar-
winner Costa-Gavras based on former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis’s book on the
eurozone crisis.

French film icon Catherine Deneuve’s newest project “Happy Birthday” will also play, alongside
Algeria’s official entry for the Oscars, “Papicha,” about a young woman living during the
country’s Islamist-driven civil war.
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Get Your Tickets for the COLCOA French Film Festival 2019

WHERE FRENCH FILMS & SERIES SHINE

The COLCOA French Film Festival, considered the most important event dedicated to French
Cinema in the world, will take place in Los Angeles at the Directors Guild of America (DGA).
From September 23rd — 28th the festival will showcase French Cinema and TV programmes.
COLCOA, founded in 1997 by the Franco-American Cultural Fund, is committed to promoting
cultural exchange between France and the United States and to showcasing the vitality and
diversity of French cinema and TV.

The newly renovated DGA theatre, equipped with state of the art Dolby Vision and Dolby Atmos
technology, will provide “the most powerful and impactful screening experience possible”, stated
COLCOA Executive Producer and Artistic Director Francois Truffart.

The festival kicks off with the United States Premiere of Ladj Ly’s “Les Misérables”, a major
debut of the Cannes Jury Prize winner this year. Over 25 films will premiere and compete for the
COLCOA Cinema Awards. The film selections, streamlined to 59 titles (less than last year’s 84),
will provide a greater focus on each film, stated Mr. Truffart. There will be three competitive
sections (reduced from five), including Cinema, Television and Shorts.

Other exciting programmes will be offered throughout the festival: 10 series, COLCOA Classics,
COLCOA Documentaries, world Cinema produced by France, French NeWave 2.0, and the
Happy Hour Talks (free to the general public), a series of panels presented in association

with Variety.

All programmes are presented with English subtitles or in English. For information and tickets
(now available for advance purchase online), visit www.colcoa.org.

See you at the Festival!


https://www.francetoday.com/culture/cinema-film/les-miserables-strikes-a-chord-at-cannes/
https://www.francetoday.com/tag/cannes-film-festival-2019/
http://www.colcoa.org/
https://www.francetoday.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/COLCOA.jpg
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Save the Date for the 2019 COLCOA French Film Festival

COLCOA fans — save the date! The 23rd edition of the COLCOA French Film Festival, “A week
of French Film and Series Premieres in Hollywood,” will take place from September 23rd — 28th,
2019 at the Directors Guild of America in Los Angeles.

The Franco-American Cultural Fund announced that “for the first time in 23 years the showcase
dedicated to French Films and Series in Hollywood will move from April to the end of September
and be part of the inauguration of the new DGA theater complex.”

Achieving a 2018 attendance level of 23,000 people, the festival takes its place as one the most
celebrated and important venues in the world showcasing the vitality and diversity of French
Cinema and TV.

The September festival promises to be a great start to the 2019/20 Awards Season!

For additional information visit www.colcoa.org


http://www.colcoa.org/
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Ladj Ly's "Les Misérables" will represent France at the 92nd
Oscars!

Director Ladj Ly prize-winning drama film "Les Misérables" has been chosen to be entered in
the Best International Feature Film category for the 92nd Oscars.

Victor Hugo’s magnum opus is both lionized and shaken up in Ladj Ly’s sprawling fresco of
his native Montfermeil — a collection of housing projects crawling with sleazy cops, small-
time hoods, the Muslim Brotherhood, and a ragtag group of kids left to fend for themselves...
all jockeying for turf and struggling to forestall the inevitable. Majestic, stirring, gripping and
compassionate, with a musical score that is, at once, moving and thrilling, the film follows an
upright cop on his first day on the job, as he learns the ropes and struggles to hold onto his
principles.

"Les Misérables" will also be screened for its US premiere at COLCOA Festival on
September 23rd.
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Costa-Gavras participera a Colcoa 2019

Agenda

Du 23 septembre 2019
Au 28 septembre 2019

COLCOA

Plus d'informations ici

Lieu : Directors Guild of America
Adresse : 7920 Sunset Boulevard;

Los Angeles

Le changement de date du festival de films francgais Colcoa aura de quoi surprendre les

habitués. Traditionnellement en avril, la 23e édition a été décalée en septembre pour

des ‘raisons techniques”. “Le Directors Guild of America était en rénovation pendant six mois,

commente Francois Truffart, le directeur du festival. Et nous avions la volonté de tester Colcoa
sur une période différente: le début de la saison des prix cinématographiques. Cela nous offre
I'opportunité de présenter des films récents du festival de Cannes et de la Mostra de Venise.”

Du lundi 23 au samedi 28 septembre, “City of Lights City of Angels” projettera une cinquantaine
de films, séries télé et courts-métrages, afin de représenter la diversité de la création
francaise. “Nous offrons un line-up expérimental extrémement élevé, avec des films récents et


https://colcoa.org/

attendus a la rentrée.” Il y aura notamment de nombreuses premiéres américaines, dont le film
d’ouverture “Les Misérables” de Ladj Ly, “un thriller social qui a fait beaucoup de bruit a
Cannes, du Michael Mann a la francaise”.

Les expatriés francais et les Américains découvriront également en avant-premiére “Les
Eblouis” réalisé par Sarah Suco, le film d’animation “J’ai perdu mon corps” (“I lost my body”) de
Jérémy Clapin, “Adults in The Room” de Costa-Gavras (qui sera présent a Los Angeles) ou
encore “Chambre 212" de Christophe Honoré. Pour Francgois Truffart, “Colcoa se confirme
comme une plateforme exclusive pour le cinéma et la télévision frangaise.”

Aprés avoir dédié I'édition précédente au réle des femmes, la programmation 2019 met en
perspective “la condition des femmes dans la société”. “Il y a notamment deux documentaires
qui répondent a ce sujet : “Woman” de Yann Arthus-Bertrand ou “Haut les filles” de Francois
Armanet qui traite du féminisme a travers les chanteuses, des années 60 a aujourd’hui”, détaille
Francois Truffart, qui a sélectionné les films avec I'aide d’'un comité de conseil de
programmation.

Il a également voulu améliorer la représentation féminine: 40% des films ont été faits par des
réalisatrices. “Nous sommes un des seuls festivals de cinéma a faire cet effort particulier,
sachant que ce taux ne représente pas la réalité du milieu.” Il y a notamment des premiers films
et séries de femmes, tels que “Papicha” de Mounia Meddour, qui raconte I'histoire d’une
étudiante de 18 ans passionnée de stylisme, qui vend ses créations dans une boite de nuit aux
“papichas”, jolies jeunes filles algéroises.

Pour la premiére fois, Colcoa collabore avec Amazon Studio (pour le film d’ouverture
notamment) et Netflix. Un changement radical, les relations étant jusqu’a présent tendues entre
les géants du streaming et les festivals, particulierement en France. Concernant le format, trois
compétitions rythmeront le festival: cinéma, télévision et courts-métrages.

Durant un peu moins d’'une semaine, les spectateurs pourront découvrir des films trés attendus
comme “Amanda” de Mikhaél Hers, “I'un des films les plus touchants de cette année”, “Real
Love” (“C’est ¢a 'amour”) de Claire Burger, “Happy Birthday” (“Féte de famille”) de Cédric Kahn,
“Edmond” (“Cyrano mon amour”), une adaptation de la piéce sur I'écriture de Cyrano de
Bergerac réalisée par Alexis Michalik, ou “Pupilles” de Jeanne Herry, “un film magistral sur
I’'adoption”.

Toujours lié a I'actualité, Colcoa se devait de rendre hommage aux grands noms disparus. Le
film “Cleo de 5 a 77, réalisé par Agnés Varda avec une bande originale signée Michel Legrand,
sera ainsi projeté en version restaurée, dans le cadre de la sélection “classique”. Le film qui
cléturera le festival, ainsi que les focus sur un réalisateur et un compositeur, seront annoncés
ultérieurement.
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Hollywood French film fest links with Amazon, Netflix

COLCOA

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL 4

Los Angeles (AFP) — Hollywood’s French film festival will showcase movies from streaming
giants Amazon and Netflix next month in a bid to boost Gallic cinema in the United States.

The 23rd COLCOA — the world’s largest festival dedicated to French film — will open with “Les
Miserables,” a debut feature that was bought by Amazon after it won the Jury Prize at Cannes
this summer.

It is the first time an Amazon film will appear at COLCOA, which will also screen “I Lost My
Body,” an awards-tipped animation about a severed hand bought by Netflix after Cannes.

The volatile relationship between streaming platforms and film festivals has sparked fierce
debate in recent years, particularly in France, where Cannes has barred Netflix films in the
name of protecting embattled movie theaters.

But festival director Francois Truffart told AFP that COLCOA was happy to work with the online
platforms if it helps bring French films to a wider American audience.

“For French cinema we are a very specific market, and theatrical releases (in the US) is really
something small,” he said. “Five, six years ago you could have a film that could make $5 or $6
million in the theater, which for a foreign film is big.

“But today if you do $1 million it's a good result. So it's becoming really, really difficult.”
— Limited big screen runs —

Truffart said he would still prefer to see the films get theatrical releases before appearing
online.



Both Amazon and Netflix in recent years have given some films — particularly awards
contenders such as “Roma” and “The Irishman” — limited runs on big screens before streaming
begins.

“Les Miserables” and “I Lost My Body” will both appear in select US theaters before being
uploaded to Amazon Prime and Netflix.

“We don’t have the same issue because we’re not in France,” said Truffart.

“The worst-case scenario is to not have any more foreign films in theaters in the US. We really
need to partner with all actors who do their best for that.”

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles.

“Les Miserables” tackles police brutality against young immigrants in contemporary Montfermeil
— a setting in Victor Hugo’s 19th-century novel.

Also on show will be terrorist drama “Young Ahmed,” which scooped the Best Director Award at
Cannes for the Dardenne brothers, and “Adults in the Room,” a political thriller from Oscar-
winner Costa-Gavras based on former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis’s book on the
eurozone crisis.

French film icon Catherine Deneuve’s newest project “Happy Birthday” will also play, alongside
Algeria’s official entry for the Oscars, “Papicha,” about a young woman living during the
country’s Islamist-driven civil war.
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U.S. Premiere of Amazon Oscar Contender ‘Les Misérables’
to Open LA’s French Film Festival

The 23rd annual COLCOA French Film Festival also includes new films from
Costa Gavras, the Dardennes, Christophe Honoré, and more.

“Les Misérables”

IndieWire

The 23rd annual COLCOA French Film Festival in Los Angeles, taking place September 23-28
at the Directors Guild of America, has landed the U.S. premiere of Amazon Studios’ Oscar
contender “Les Misérables” for its opening night. The film directed by Ladj Ly, which won the
Jury Prize at the 2019 Cannes Film Festival, will kick off a week of new and classic French-
language films for LA audiences.

The event will offer a splashy LA bow for Amazon’s Oscar hopeful in a city packed with
Academy voters. France has yet to submit a film for the_2020 Best International Film Oscar, but
“Les Misérables” is among the top contenders. Inspired by the riots of 2005 in the suburbs of
Paris, Ly’s film revolves around three members of an anti-crime brigade who are overrun while
trying to make an arrest.

“This high-profile program includes several films from Cannes and Venice programmed for the
first time in the U.S., as well as films presented before their release in France,” stated Francgois
Truffart, COLCOA executive producer and artistic director. “It shows the faithfulness of
distributors, producers, and sponsors, who strongly believe that COLCOA has become an
established event in Hollywood.”

The festival showcases both established and new directors, from Oscar-winning writer/director
Costa Gavras with the political thriller “Adults in the Room” to Jean-Pierre Dardenne and Luc
Dardenne with their new drama YOUNG AHMED, both of which will make their North American


https://www.indiewire.com/t/colcoa/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/amazon-studios/
https://www.indiewire.com/2019/08/oscars-2020-best-international-feature-film-predictions-1202168513/

premieres at COLCOA. Other highlights include Cédric Klapisch’s “Someone, Somewhere;”
Cédric Kahn'’s dysfunctional-family portrait “Happy Birthday,” with Catherine Deneuve; and
Nicolas Boukhrief’s “Three Days and a Life.”

COLCOA is also teaming with distributors to premiere films such as Netflix's animated “I Lost
My Body,” from Jérémy Clapin; Strand Releasing’s “On a Magical Night” from French favorite
Christophe Honoré; Roadside Attractions’ “Cyrano, My Love” from Alexis Michalik; and Kino
Lorber’s “The Trouble With You” from Pierre Salvadori.

The COLCOA Classics series will pay tribute to late director/writer Agnés Varda with a special
Rialto Pictures presentation of her 1962 must-see “Cleo From 5 to 7,” plus Janus Films
restorations of Jean Renoir's 1932 “Toni” and Jacques Becker’s “Touchez Pas Au Grisbi.”

COLCOA Awards will be distributed by the Franco-American Cultural Films on Sunday,
September 29, to entries across three competitions (Cinema, Television, and Shorts). The event
is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund in a partnership with DGA, MPA, SACEM,
and WGA West. Head to COLCOA’s website for more on the complete lineup.


https://colcoa.org/

September 30, 2019

COLCOA French Film Festival Announces Nine Awards for Cinema,
Television, and Shorts at the 23nd Edition of the Festival

s I Lost My Body from Netflix and Les Miserables from Amazon Studios
AMEH‘&‘A“N“”' took the top prizes at the 23w edition of the COLOCA French Film
TURAL / \ Festival held over the past week at the Director's Guild of America.

" "COLCOA  The Franco-American Cultural Fund, a collaboration between the

T/ Directors Guild of America, the Motion Picture Association, The Writers
Guild of America West and France's Society of Authors, Composers
and Publishers of Music (SACEM), announced today the awards for the
23rd edition of COLCOA French Film Festival.

This year's Los Angeles Film Critics Association (LAFCA) film jury was comprised of David
Ehrenstein, Annlee Ellingson, Sheri Linden and Luke Y. Thompson.

COLCOA Cinema - Five Awards

| LOST MY BODY / J'ai perdu mon corps (Netflix) written and directed by Jérémy Clapin was
awarded the COLCOA LAFCA Critics Award by the Los Angeles Film Critics Association Jury.

| Lost My Body | Official Trailer | Netflix

LAFCA awarded writer/director Ladj Ly's LES MISERABLES / Les Misérables the Best First
Film Award. France's 2020 Oscar submission for Best International Feature film, was presented
for the first time in the U.S., in association with Amazon Studios.

Jury Statement



"To serve on the COLCOA jury is to take a deep dive into contemporary French cinema, which
is always a tremendous pleasure but especially so this year with a lineup of titles that are artfully
crafted, narratively innovative, and socially urgent. We are particularly delighted to honor two
first features that demonstrate the dynamic present and future of French film. With macabre
whimsy, | Lost My Body deconstructs romantic tropes and expands the idea of what animated
features can do, while Les Misérables masterfully leverages genre and a powerful sense of
place to confront difficult modern realities."

| LOST MY BODY / J'ai perdu mon corps was also awarded the Audience Award. This is the
first time that a film won both the COLCOA Audience Award and the COLCOA Critics' Awards.

CYRANO MY LOVE / Edmond (Roadside Attraction), written and directed by Alexis Michalik,
was awarded the American Students Award. This award was voted on exclusively by a jury of
seven students from local area high schools and colleges. The film will be released in the U.S.
on October 18, 2019.

FORWARD / Demain est a nous, written and directed by Gilles de Maistre, was awarded Best
Documentary Award.

COLCOA Television — Two Awards

Presented in association with TITRAFILM, the COLCOA Television competition awarded two
programs the following awards:

JACQUELINE SAUVAGE, IT WAS HIM OR ME / Jacqueline Sauvage, written and directed by
Yves Regnier, received the Best TV Movie Award.

THE INSIDE GAME / Jeux d'influence, written by Antoine Lacomblez, Jean-Xavier de Lestrade,
Sophie Hiet, Pierre Linhart and directed by Jean-Xavier de Lestrade, was awarded the Best TV
Series Award.

COLCOA Shorts — Two Awards

Presented in association with Unifrance, the COLCOA Shorts competition awarded two shorts
the following awards:

MY LADY OF THE CAMELLIA / Ma dame au camélia, written/directed by w/d by Edouard
Montoute, won the Best Short Film Award.

MEMORABLE / Mémorable, written and directed by Bruno Collet,was awarded the Best
Animated Short.

This year's festival opened on Monday, September 23 with the U.S. premiere of writer/director
Ladj Ly's LES MISERABLES and closed with the U.S. premiere of writer/director Nicolas Bedos'
LA BELLE EPOQUE. Writer/director Claire Burger was honored as the "Focus on a Filmmaker"
with screenings of PARTY GIRL and REAL LOVE, as well as a Happy Hour Talk with Variety's
Peter Debruge. LoW Entertainment, a collective of three composers - Alexandre Lier, Nicolas
Weil and Sylvain Ohrel were honored with a "Focus on Film Composers" by the festival with
screenings of THE FRESHMAN, PARTY GIRL and VERNON SUBUTEX, Happy Hour Talk
panel moderated by Alex Wurman.

The festival's Happy Hour Talks also included "Film Festivals in the Digital Era. Why are they
still Indispensable," moderated by Variety's Patricia Saperstein with panelists including
TV5Monde's Patrice Courtaban, Lober Media's Richard Lorber, the Director of South East



European Film Festival Vera Mijojlick, Unifrance's Edeline Monzier and Newport Beach Film
Festival's CEO & Executive Director Gregg M. Schwenk, "Meet the Talent" moderated by
KPCC's Wade Major with panelists including w/d Ludovic Bernard (IN YOUR HANDS), w/d
Jeanne Herry (IN SAFE HANDS), actor Vincent Lacoste (ON A MAGICAL NIGHT, AMANDA,
THE FRESHMAN), w/d Eric Métayer (LITTLE TICKLES), actor Grégory Montel (FAMILY
SHAKE, LITTLE TICKLES), actor Pablo Pauly (THREE DAYS AND A LIFE) and "Women's
Representation on Screen in French Cinema UPDATE — w/d Mounia Meddour (PAPICHIA), w/d
Héléne Giraud (MINUSCULES: FAR AWAY) and w/d Cathy Verney (VERNON SUBUTEX).
Other festival guests included actor Rosanna Arquette, actor/producer David Atrackhi
(BARKING DOGS, CYRANO MY LOVE, FIRE ME IF YOU CAN, PARTY GIRL and
SPEECHLESS), producer Toufik Ayad (LES MISERABLES), w/d Kasmi Baya (FAMILY
SHAKE), lyricist Alan Bergman (paid tribute to Michael LeGrand), actor Jacqueline Bisset, actor
Damien Bonnard (LES MISERABLES), w/d Jérémy Clapin (I LOST MY BODY), musician Mitch
Forman (tribute to Michel LeGrand), w/d Jean-Xavier De Lestrade (THE INSIDE GAME), Costa
Gavras (ADULTS IN THE ROOM), w/d Bernard Ludovic (IN YOUR HANDS), w/d Ladj Ly (LES
MISERABLES), w/d Alexis Michalik (CYRANO MY LOVE), w/d Anastasia Mikova (WOMAN),
actor Robert Pattinson, composer Laurent Perez del Mar (THE DAZZLED),Thierney Sutton
(paid tribute to Michel LeGrand), w/d Thomas Szabo (MINUSCULES: MANDIBLES FROM FAR
AWAY), actor Doria Tillier (LA BELLE EPOQUE), actor Suki Waterhouse, composer Paul
Williams (paid tribute to Michel LeGrand), actor Djebril Zonga (LES MISERABLES), and Franco-
American Cultural Fund members including Andrea Berloff (WGAW), Charles Rivkin (MPA),
Howard Rodman (WGAW), Jean-Noél Tronc (SACEM), Michael Mann (DGA) and Taylor
Hackford (DGA).

With an audience mainly made of industry members, the new COLCOA dates offered more
visible exposure for French Films and Series in Hollywood, at the beginning of the Awards
Season.

COLCOA FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL is sponsored by Air Tahiti Nui, Bank Of The West/ BNP
Paribas, Sling & TV5MONDE, Variety (Official Sponsors); Barnes, Barnstormer, France
Télévisions, Los Angeles Times, 89.3 KPCC, Los Angeles Times, The Hollywood Reporter
(Premier Sponsors); Brumont, Champagne Didier Chopin, ELMA, Sunset Marquis, Titra Film,
West Coast Event Productions, Wine Wine Situation (Major Sponsors); Alliance Francgaise de
Los Angeles, Cinando, D'Alessio Law Group, French American Chamber of Commerce,
Gaumont, Karine & Jeff, Laemmle, LA Philharmonic, Marché du Film/Festival de Cannes,
Miraval/Vineyard Brands/La Vielille Ferme, Paul M. Young Fine Wines, Saint Germain, Vital
Proteins (Platinum Sponsors); Avéne, Cinelife, France-Amérique, French Morning, Gayot,
Gaumont, Klorane, La Chouquette, Lycée International Los Angeles, Le Pain Quotidien, MAC,
René Furterer, Rosenthal, RS Eyeshop, Snowdonia, Vizo (Supporting Sponsors), Alan
Rosenbach, Black Flour, Briilée Chateau de Berne, Holy Quiche, International Services For
Artists, La Boulisterie, Mulholland Distilling (Community Sponsors).

COLCOA FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund, a
unique collaboration between the Directors Guild of America, the Motion Picture Association,
the Writers Guild of America West, and France's Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers
of Music (SACEM). COLCOA is also supported by France's Society of Authors, Directors and
Producers (L'ARP) the Film and TV Office of the French Embassy in Los Angeles, TV France
International, and Unifrance.

For additional information visit: www.colcoa.org


http://www.colcoa.org/

November 16, 2018

COLCOA French Film Festival 2019 Dates Announced; French Film Channel

Dates for the 2019 COLCOA French Film Festival have been announced by the Franco-
American Cultural Fund, creator of the event in 1997. For the first time in 23 years, the
showcase will be held in September 2019.

The showcase dedicated to French films and series in Hollywood will move from April to the end
of September and be part of the inauguration of new DGA theater complex, which will be closed
for renovation from March 1st next year until September 1, 2019.

The festival will open on September 23rd and close on September 28th, 2019 just before the
beginning of the Awards season and offer an exclusive line-up in Hollywood to industry
members and the general audience.

In 2018, the festival reached 23,000 attendees. In 22 years, the event has become one of the
most important showcases dedicated to French Cinema and TV programs in the world.
COLCOA French Film Festival is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund, a
partnership of the DGA, MPAA, SACEM and WGA West. The festival is supported by Unifrance,
TV France international, the CNC and ARP.

Are you patiently looking forward to attending COLCOA 2019 and getting your fix of French
films and series? You can also catch up with some incredible masterpieces now available
exclusively on DIRECTV.

More info here: https://www.directv.com/french
Enjoy hundreds of Oscar-winning French Movies and discover French cinema masterpieces

and famous actors thanks to the Studiocanal rich content library ranging from over a 90 years
period. Discover the French Culture at its finest with Canal+ International offer.

For additional information: www.colcoa.org
Movie posters courtesy of COLCOA.


https://colcoa.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a478391e93d709d130b09f06&id=d8892d7539&e=a92dc70f51
https://colcoa.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0a478391e93d709d130b09f06&id=8e33fb8f91&e=a92dc70f51
http://www.colcoa.org/

September 5, 2018

La Belle Epoque To Close COLCOA French Film Festival

COLCOA 2019

CLOSING "'3.'. '

NIGHT
FILM
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The Franco-American Cultural Fund has announced that the acclaimed dramedy LA BELLE
EPOQUE, which premiered in May at the Cannes Film Festival (Official Selection, Out of
Competition), will have its U.S. Premiere and run for the COLCOA Awards.

COLCOA runs Monday, September 23 — Saturday, September 28 in the newly renovated
theatre of the Directors Guild of America, on Saturday September 28 to close this year’s festival.
Starring Daniel Auteuil, Guillaume Canet, Doria Tillier, and Fanny Ardant, the film is an
ingenious, time-traveling romantic farce involving a theatrical troupe that meticulously creates
historical reenactments and a misanthrope who longs to reexperience the most significant
moment of his life.

LA BELLE EPOQUE is the second feature from writer/director Nicolas Bedos. He was introduced
to a North American audience at COLCOA in 2017 where his first film, MR & MRS ADELMAN
won the Audience Award.

Produced by Francois Kraus and Denis Pineau-Valencienne (Les Films du Kiosque), LA BELLE
EPOQUE has been sold by Pathe Films in more than 35 countries worldwide. It will open in
France, Belgium and Switzerland on November 6 and will have its North American Premiere at
the Toronto International Film Festival with a Special presentation on Saturday September

7th at 2pm at the Elgin theatre.

Nicolas Bedos will attend COLCOA as well as filmmakers including Ladj Ly (LES MISERABLES —
Opening Film), Costa-Gavras (ADULTS IN THE ROOM), Jeanne Herry (IN SAFE HANDS), Alexis
Michalik (CYRANO, MY LOVE), Claire Burger (Focus on a Filmmaker), Mounia Meddour (PAPICHA)
and Eric Metayer (LITTLE TICKLES) among others.

With an audience mainly made of industry members, the new COLCOA dates offer a new and
visible exposure for French Films and Series in Hollywood, at the beginning of the Awards
Season.

COLCOA FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund, a
unique collaboration between the Directors Guild of America, the Motion Picture Association,
the Writers Guild of America West, and France’s Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers
of Music (SACEM). COLCOA is also supported by France’s Society of Authors, Directors and
Producers (L’ARP) the Film and TV Office of the French Embassy in Los Angeles, TV France
International, and Unifrance.

For additional information visit: www.colcoa.org


http://www.colcoa.org/

October 3, 2019

Jacqueline Sauvage: It Was Him Or Me Review — Shocking, Triumphant
Recreation, Resonating

Ll $ Ll

JACQUELINE JACQUELINE

SAUVAGE SAUVAGE

On September 10, 2012, Jacqueline Sauvage after 47 years of violent physical abuse and
domestic violence, loaded a shotgun with three shells and pulled the trigger, shooting her
husband three times in the back as he sipped a whiskey.

Directed by Yves Renier, the French television drama presented at the recent 23rd Annual
COLCOA Film Festival, is based on the true story of Jacqueline Sauvage and stars Muriel
Robin as Sauvage, Olivier Marchal as Norbert Marot, her husband, and Armelle Deutsch
as Jeannie Bonaggiunto and Alix Poisson as Nathalie Tomasini.

It Was Him or Me begins with the murder. As the camera pans the scene, we see close ups of
two hands picking the shotgun from the gun rack, three shells being loaded, the bullet holes as
he lie bleeding, and then the camera returns to her, Jacqueline, face bruised, lip cut, nose
partially bloody, hand marks still viable on her neck. And then we here the phone call to police,
as she explains she murdered her husband.

She is questioned at the house for her motive, as she sat bruised and bloody in front of a local
officer. The finality, marking the end of the abuse, nearly five decades of brutality, living on the
edge, never knowing when the next explosion would come interrupting a family dinner, a
gathering, in front of neighbors, shocking humiliation and embarrassment rendered her mute.
She remained calm and only thankful it was over.

She is imprisoned. Taken to a local Women’s Correctional facility, she is held without bail until
her trial, which is set for one year. The following day she is brought to the Warden’s office, her
only son committed suicide. The police escorted her to the grave side service, where she is
greeted by her remaining family, three daughters, who also grew up in the hell she lived
through.

Prison life for Ms. Sauvage appeared to be almost a time of healing. Although she was in
prison, she was essentially safe, it was the longest prolonged time in her adult life where she
was not physically beaten. Her job at the prison to teach baking classes, enabled her to perform
duties which elevated her mind, she was in authority and affirmed for her intelligence and skill.



Of course, the day of her trail came, and still unable to speak of the torture, the humiliation, and
violence, she barely presented a defense. The court found her guilty and sentenced her to ten
years in prison.

Repeated visits by her daughters, encouraged her to file the appeal process and with only two
days left before the appeal expired she decided to try again. This time, two female lawyers who
represent victims of violence, abuse and domestic violence to much success agreed to take her
case.

For her part she needed to write a journal, which is where the film takes the audience on the
journey of Ms. Sauvage's life. We begin to see the patterns of abuse, the beating, kicking,
punching with a full fist, broken bones, stabbing, dragged around by the hair on her head,
tossed outside like an animal, tortured for 47 years.

The stories, which are common among abuse victims, family gatherings, a mistaken glance
from a male friend, insignificant gestures becoming the fuse, and we see also through her eyes
the times when she recognizes the triggers, the excessive alcohol, knowing from experience
what will follow, and he pattern remains true.

More than a mean drunk, as Norbert, played by Olivier Marchal, would drink a demonic rage
would come over him. Whomever and whatever was closest to him, and most often it

was Jacqueline alone or shielding her daughters, who would suffer the blows until the rage had
worn off or she was significantly brutalized.

The second trial begins. Unlike the first trial the attorney present withesses which corroborate
the abuse. Neighbors who testify of him chasing them into the house with his shotgun, business
partners speaking of money troubles.

Her daughters testifying as both victims and witnesses. They explained in court that they would
no longer carry the burden, be bound in secret to his abuse. Their revelations of repeated
sexual abuse was deeply disturbing as always when reported it fell on deaf ears as the local
police, in Montgaris, France, a small town in the countryside where the family lived, conspired to
keep Norbert’s dirty secrets safe.

The revelations were shocking, as Jacqueline slowly remembered the years, 47 years, of
violence. Also shocking, the appellate verdict which upheld her sentence. She was sent back to
prison.

Two years later former French President Frangois Hollande commuted her
sentence. Jacqueline Sauvage was finally free.

The performances are scary good in their recreation and authenticity. Spot on, tributes of the
highest praise, the scope of the accolades don’t carry the full weight of seeing these actors take
these roles and become them. See this film.

The television drama, which resonated with COLCOA festival attendees, took the top television
prize, winning Best TV Movie Award. It was the number one watched drama in France garnering
a record breaking 9million viewers and taking 40% of the market share. It is expected to be
picked up on one of the streaming platforms may be shown to America audiences soon.

A Powerful Indictment of a System in Need of Change

Jacqueline Sauvage: It Was Him or Me, in French with English subtitles. See it.
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Annual COLCOA French Film Festival Announces 2019 Documentary Section
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The Franco-American Cultural Fund has announced the Documentary Competition films
presented during the 23rd annual COLCOA French Film Festival. The festival runs from
September 23-28 at the Directors Guild of America, as part of Awards Season in Hollywood.
The Documentary section includes five films competing for the 2019 COLCOA Best
Documentary Award. FORWARD introduces the audience to children from around the globe
who will change the world, HOLY TOUR takes us to the Tour de France to meet the fans, OH
LES FILLES! showcases France, a land where women rock, and WINE CALLING showcases
some of France’s most exciting winemakers and WOMAN, which will have its North American
Premiere following its World Premiere at Venice, is a worldwide project giving voice to 2000
women in 50 different countries.

Documentary Competition
Five features will compete for the Best Documentary Award, along with the previously
announced TV documentary HOSTAGES.

FORWARD

Their names are Micah, Chris, Heena, José Adolfo, Arthur, Khloe, Kevin, Aissatou. They are the
voices of their generation in their countries. From Peru to India, from France to Guinea, they
fight locally against extreme poverty, social inequalities and climate change. They are the
children who will change the world. Written and directed by Gilles de Maistre (ALAIN
DUCASSE, MIA AND THE LION), the film will be presented at COLCOA the same week as its
French release. North American Premiere in association with Charades.

HOLY TOUR

A film about the fans who come to cheer the Tour de France race. A film about modern-day
pilgrims. A film about the hairpin bends of the legendary Izoard pass. A film about RVs that
stake their spots two weeks ahead of time. A film about the passing of time perched between
the road and the cliff. A film about summertime and a new daily routine. A film about our need to
belong. Written and directed by Méryl Fortunat-Rossi and Valéry Rosier. Los Angeles Premiere
in association with Be for Films.

OH LES FILLES!

What if French Rock were born with Edith Piaf? From sweet sixties pop to today's gender-
indifferent anthems, from feminist rebels of the seventies to fashion icons of the social media
age, from Francoise Hardy to Christine & The Queens, via Vanessa Paradis, Catherine Ringer,
Charlotte Gainsbourg and many more, the film tells the untold story of French female rock stars.
Narrated by Elisabeth Quin, this groundbreaking documentary combines interviews and iconic
footage to radically reverse perspectives and give the patriarchy a kick. Welcome to France, the



land where women rock! Written and directed by Francois Armanet. North American Premiere in
association with Les Films du Losange.

WINE CALLING

Recently the world of wine has been in full effervescence, shaken by a counterculture as strong
as the rock scene was in its time. All around the world, joyous rebels have invaded the
vineyards to create the wine they love: a natural wine free of codes and norms. While there are
more than 3,000 wine growers in France, less than three percent of them are working in bio,
biodynamic or natural methods of wine production. For ethical reasons, this relatively small
community of wine growers has chosen environmentally friendly farming practices aimed at
finding the natural expression of “terroir” — the full breadth of land, geography and climate — and
the living character of the wine. It's in the south of France, in the heart of Catalonia, that WINE
CALLING has followed over a year, from the harvest to the bottling, some of the most exciting of
these new wine growers, springboard of a rising global movement for taste and sustainability.
Directed by Bruno Sauvard. Los Angeles Premiere in association with WTFilms.

WOMAN

WOMAN was born of a desire to see the world through a woman’s eyes. Then the questions
started to flow. What are the stages marking a woman’s passage from little girl to 80-year-old
grandma? What are her dreams and hopes as well as her greatest fears and scars? What does
she expect of life, society and men? What is a woman’s relationship to her body and to
seduction? What part do appearances and beauty play in her life? How does motherhood
change her life? What do we know of female desire, and why do certain cultures find it so
frightening? 2000 interviews, 50 countries. Written and directed by Anastasia Mikova, Yann
Arthus-Bertrand. North American Premiere in association with Elle Driver.

In addition, the previously announced television documentary HOSTAGE(S) /Ostage(s) will also
compete in the Documentary Competition.

HOSTAGE(S) / Otage(s)

Tourists, relief workers, corporate employees, journalists... All these men and women were
taken hostage at one point or another by infamous groups such as FARC, AQMI, AlQaeda, Al-
Nusra and the Taliban. They all suffered through the living hell of captivity then experienced the
rebirth of being released and taking up their lives again back home. For the very first time, they
open up and share things they’ve never been able to say before. Written and directed by Michel
Peyrard and Damien Vercaemer. North American Premiere in association with Newen
Distribution.

COLCOA FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund, a
unique collaboration between the Directors Guild of America, the Motion Picture Association,
the Writers Guild of America West, and France’s Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers
of Music (SACEM). COLCOA is also supported by France’s Society of Authors, Directors and
Producers (L’ARP) the Film and TV Office of the French Embassy in Los Angeles, TV France
International, and Unifrance.

For additional information visit: www.colcoa.org


http://www.colcoa.org/
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elsewhere

by Jeffrey Wells

September 23, 2019

Toronto Catch-Up

Several screenings over the next seven or eight days. A Beautiful Day in the

Neighborhood tomorrow (Tuesday, 9.24) at 2 pm, and then a JoJo Rabbit on the Fox lot at 7
pm. The brief commercial opening of Steven Soderbergh‘s The Laundromat happens at the
Landmark on the evening of Thursday, 9.26, and without an ability to catch a previous private
screening I'll probably be attending. A 10 am showing of a certain Lawrence of Arabia-sized
gangster film happens the next day, followed by a 5 pm viewing of Ladj Ly‘s Les

Miserables (the first showing was in Cannes last May) at the DGA COLCOA Festival. The
big Joker premiere happens on Saturday evening, 9.28, at the Chinese. A Beyond Fest
screening of The Vast of Night on Monday, 9.30, and then a follow-up screening of Luce (my
last viewing was nine months ago at Sundance ’19) at Soho house on Tuesday, 10.1 at 7:30.


http://hollywood-elsewhere.com/2019/09/toronto-catch-up/

HOLLYWOOD

LiP

Festival de Cannes' Jury Prize winner 'LES MISERABLES' to open

2019 COLCOA Film Festival, returning at the Directors Guild o

America from September 23 through 28

LES MISERABLES

U.S. Premiere | France | 2019 | Drama | 103 min

Note: The Opening Night film "Les Miserables" will be on September 23 at the Directors Guild

For Opening Night tickets, please click this link:

The Renoir Theatre showing will be followed by a Q&A with director Ladj Ly and actor Djebril

Directed by: Ladj Ly|

\Written by: Ladj Ly, Alexis Manenti

Film Editing: Flora Volpeliére|

Cinematography: Julien Poupard
Original Score: Pink Noise

Produced by: Toufik Ayadi, Christophe Barral (SRAB Films), Alice Girard (Rectangle

Cast: Damien Bonnard (Stéphane), Alexis Manenti

U.S. Release date: October 18, 2019


https://www.seetickets.us/event/COLCOA-OPENING-NIGHT-RECEPTION/390313
https://www.seetickets.us/event/COLCOA-OPENING-NIGHT-RECEPTION/390313

Watch later Share
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suburbs of Paris, France, where, Victor Hugo set his famed novel “Les Miserables”. Alongside

upright cop on his first day on the job, as he learns the ropes and struggles to hold onto his

principles. It opens with a rousing rendition of La Marseillaise and a joyous eruption of fraternité,
and concludes with a resounding eleventh-hour alarm and powerful plea to diffuse the tinderbox

and somehow resolve all this (justified) anger and violence. Because the revolution is ever af|

Co-writer/director Ladj L in the Les Bosquets neighborhood of Montfermeil.
Passionate about the moving image from a young age, he began making short films at the local
Kourtrajmé Collective and surreptitiously documenting violent arrests by the police on video. He

became the for the momentous 2005 riots that erupted in those outer
city projects, thanks to artist JR’s photo mural famously depicting Ly brandishing

camera like a machine gun, which became the backdrop for much of the press coverage o
those incendiary protests. He went on to direct several shorts and documentaries. His 2016 doc

A voix haute : La Force de la parole was nominated for a César Award, as was his 2017 short,

Les Miserables, which became the blueprint for this film. In 2018, he founded the Ecole

Kourtrajmé, a free film school in Montfermeil. Les Misérables, which Ly co-wrote with Alexis

Manenti and Giordano Gederlini, and was honored with the Jury Prize at Cannes this year, is

his first narrative feature.
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Hollywood French film fest links with Amazon, Netflix

Los Angeles (AFP) — Hollywood’s French film festival will showcase movies from streaming
giants Amazon and Netflix next month in a bid to boost Gallic cinema in the United States.

The 23rd COLCOA — the world’s largest festival dedicated to French film — will open with “Les
Miserables,” a debut feature that was bought by Amazon after it won the Jury Prize at Cannes
this summer.

Itis the first time an Amazon film will appear at COLCOA, which will also screen “I Lost My
Body,” an awards-tipped animation about a severed hand bought by Netflix after Cannes.

The volatile relationship between streaming platforms and film festivals has sparked fierce
debate in recent years, particularly in France, where Cannes has barred Netfflix films in the
name of protecting embattled movie theaters.

But festival director Francois Truffart told AFP that COLCOA was happy to work with the online
platforms if it helps bring French films to a wider American audience.

“For French cinema we are a very specific market, and theatrical releases (in the US) is really
something small,” he said. “Five, six years ago you could have a film that could make $5 or $6
million in the theater, which for a foreign film is big.

“But today if you do $1 million it's a good result. So it's becoming really, really difficult.”
— Limited big screen runs —

Truffart said he would still prefer to see the films get theatrical releases before appearing
online.

Both Amazon and Netflix in recent years have given some films — particularly awards
contenders such as “Roma” and “The Irishman” — limited runs on big screens before streaming
begins.

“Les Miserables” and “I Lost My Body” will both appear in select US theaters before being
uploaded to Amazon Prime and Netflix.

“We don’t have the same issue because we’re not in France,” said Truffart.

“The worst-case scenario is to not have any more foreign films in theaters in the US. We really
need to partner with all actors who do their best for that.”

COLCOA runs from September 23-28 in Los Angeles.

“Les Miserables” tackles police brutality against young immigrants in contemporary Montfermeil
— a setting in Victor Hugo’s 19th-century novel.

Also on show will be terrorist drama “Young Ahmed,” which scooped the Best Director Award at
Cannes for the Dardenne brothers, and “Adults in the Room,” a political thriller from Oscar-



winner Costa-Gavras based on former Greek finance minister Yanis Varoufakis’s book on the
eurozone crisis.

French film icon Catherine Deneuve’s newest project “Happy Birthday” will also play, alongside
Algeria’s official entry for the Oscars, “Papicha,” about a young woman living during the
country’s Islamist-driven civil war.
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The Dardenne Brothers’ ‘Young Ahmed’ Acquired
by Kino Lorber

Film from Belgian directors made its premiere at Cannes and will play New York
Film Festival

o S S

The Wrap - Kino Lorber has acquired the U.S. rights to “Young Ahmed,” the latest film from
Belgian auteurs Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne, the distributor announced Wednesday.

The film made its world premiere at the Cannes Film Festival, where the Dardenne Brothers
won the Best Director prize, and it will play at the upcoming New York Film Festival following a
North American premiere at the COLCOA French Film Festival in LA. This acquisition gives
Kino Lorber five films playing in NYFF’s main slate, including Kantemir Balagov’s “Beanpole,”
Kleber Mendonca Filho and Juliano Dornelles’s “Bacurau,” Pietro Marcello’s “Martin Eden” and
Nadav Lapid’s “Synonyms.”

The film will be rolled out in theaters in early 2020, followed by VOD and home video release.

“Young Ahmed” is a portrait of a 13-year-old, Belgian-Arab Muslim teenager named Ahmed
(played by newcomer Idir Ben Addi) who lives in a small town with a secular single mother and
siblings. He has frighteningly become radicalized through the influence of a magnetic, local
extremist imam and becomes fixated with killing his female teacher in the name of his religious
convictions.




TheWrap’s Sharon Waxman said of “Young Ahmed” at Cannes that the film goes “where a
documentary cannot” in its examination for how a young person could get radicalized and
enamored with hard lined Islam.

“It would be hard to find a more relevant contemporary subject, and the Dardennes take a
circumspect view that avoids judgments,” Waxman wrote. “Their regard of Ahmed, and of those
trying to draw him back from a self-destructive path, is deeply humanist.”

“We are proud to present to U.S. audiences the latest masterwork from Luc and Jean-Pierre
Dardenne. Like all their great films, ‘Young Ahmed’ portrays with great empathy a character
grappling with a moral dilemma, and does so by telling an engrossing story bursting with
suspense,” Kino Lorber SVP Wendy Lidell said in a statement.

“After our successful collaborations on releasing Godard’s ‘Goodbye to Language’ and many
other films, we are happy to reconnect with Kino Lorber who shares our love for master
directors such as the Dardenne Brothers,” the sales agent Wild Bunch said in a statement.

The deal for “Young Ahmed” was negotiated by Lidell and Eva Diederix, head of international
sales of Wild Bunch, and CAA Media Finance.



https://www.thewrap.com/in-young-ahmed-the-disaffection-dilemmas-of-europes-muslim-youth/
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U.S. Premiere of Amazon Oscar Contender ‘Les Misérables’
to Open LA’s French Film Festival

The 23rd annual COLCOA French Film Festival also includes new films from
Costa Gavras, the Dardennes, Christophe Honoré, and more.

“Les Misérables”

IndieWire

The 23rd annual COLCOA French Film Festival in Los Angeles, taking place September 23-28
at the Directors Guild of America, has landed the U.S. premiere of Amazon Studios’ Oscar
contender “Les Misérables” for its opening night. The film directed by Ladj Ly, which won the
Jury Prize at the 2019 Cannes Film Festival, will kick off a week of new and classic French-
language films for LA audiences.

The event will offer a splashy LA bow for Amazon’s Oscar hopeful in a city packed with
Academy voters. France has yet to submit a film for the 2020 Best International Film Oscar, but
“Les Misérables” is among the top contenders. Inspired by the riots of 2005 in the suburbs of
Paris, Ly’s film revolves around three members of an anti-crime brigade who are overrun while
trying to make an arrest.

“This high-profile program includes several films from Cannes and Venice programmed for the
first time in the U.S., as well as films presented before their release in France,” stated Francgois
Truffart, COLCOA executive producer and artistic director. “It shows the faithfulness of
distributors, producers, and sponsors, who strongly believe that COLCOA has become an
established event in Hollywood.”


https://www.indiewire.com/t/colcoa/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/amazon-studios/
https://www.indiewire.com/2019/08/oscars-2020-best-international-feature-film-predictions-1202168513/

The festival showcases both established and new directors, from Oscar-winning writer/director
Costa Gavras with the political thriller “Adults in the Room” to Jean-Pierre Dardenne and Luc
Dardenne with their new drama YOUNG AHMED, both of which will make their North American
premieres at COLCOA. Other highlights include Cédric Klapisch’s “Someone, Somewhere;”
Cédric Kahn’s dysfunctional-family portrait “Happy Birthday,” with Catherine Deneuve; and

Nicolas Boukhrief's “Three Days and a Life.”

COLCOA is also teaming with distributors to premiere films such as Netflix's animated “I Lost
My Body,” from Jérémy Clapin; Strand Releasing’s “On a Magical Night” from French favorite
Christophe Honoré; Roadside Attractions’ “Cyrano, My Love” from Alexis Michalik; and Kino
Lorber’s “The Trouble With You” from Pierre Salvadori.

The COLCOA Classics series will pay tribute to late director/writer Agnés Varda with a special
Rialto Pictures presentation of her 1962 must-see “Cleo From 5 to 7,” plus Janus Films

restorations of Jean Renoir's 1932 “Toni” and Jacques Becker’s “Touchez Pas Au Grisbi.”

COLCOA Awards will be distributed by the Franco-American Cultural Films on Sunday,
September 29, to entries across three competitions (Cinema, Television, and Shorts). The event
is presented by the Franco-American Cultural Fund in a partnership with DGA, MPA, SACEM,
and WGA West. Head to COLCOA’s website for more on the complete lineup.


https://colcoa.org/




